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Resident makes 
homemade 
cloth facemasks 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


ear a facemask, stay 
six feet apart and 
avoid large gatherings 


in public places. 

Across the country, folks 
are coming to terms with life’s 
many changes during the new 
coronavirus pandemic. Unfor- 
tunately, as communities around 
the globe implement similar 
restrictions in response to the 
deadly respiratory disease, one 
change that few prepared for is a 
shortage of critical supplies like 
masks and face shields that help 
limit the spread of infections. 

With new guidelines from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommending 
anyone venturing into the public 
wearing masks and gloves, and 
front line responders like health 
care workers and public safety 
personnel facing supply short- 
ages themselves, many have 
taken up the fight from their 
own homes, making simple 
cloth facemasks with everyday 
materials. 

“Tt’s heartbreaking,” Wilbra- 
ham woman Phyllis Ervin said 
of the shortage. As an avid sew- 
er who taught adults and chil- 
dren the craft for more than 20 
years, she is just one of many 
throughout the country helping 
friends, family and the commu- 
nity stay safe and healthy. 

“This is a little light in the 
darkness,” Ervin said. “It helps 
me get through this.” 

Ervin told The Times in the 
last two to three weeks, she has 
completed 135 masks using the 
abundant supply of spare mate- 
rial in her home. 


Nora poses with her friend at the summit of 
Mount Marcy in Wilbraham, which she says 
offers great, 360-degree views of the town. 
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Phyllis Ervin, of Wilbraham, sews cloth facemasks at her home for use during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In the last month she estimates having made nearly 135 masks for friends, family and front-line 


workers. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


According to information 
available online at mass.gov, 
COVID-19 is a respiratory dis- 
ease caused by a new corona- 
virus. Symptoms include fever, 
cough and shortness of breath. 
Most infected with the virus re- 
cover and experience only mild 
symptoms. In some, like the el- 
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Marcy. 


Editor’s Note: 
nearly six-year hiatus, Mary 
Bandouveres’ dog Nora, of 
Wilbraham, sent us this col- 
umn, giving us a dog’s eye 
view of one of Wilbraham’s 
newest hiking areas, Mount 


but my people have been 
hanging around the house 
a whole lot lately. They watch 
TV, they work around the house and out 
in the yard and then they just need to go 
somewhere so they yell “Nora! In the car! 
We’re going for a hike 
Today, we went to Mount Marcy. I 
have hiked a lot of places in Wilbraham 


| ee know about you, 


derly and those who may have 
compromised immune systems, 
severe symptoms like pneumo- 
nia may develop. 

Symptoms, according to the 
CDC, may develop between two 
and 14 days after exposure. The 
CDC advises folks seek imme- 
diate medical attention if they 


experience such symptoms as 
trouble breathing, persistent 
pain or pressure in the chest, 
new confusion or inability to 
arouse, and/or bluish lips or 
face. 

Earlier this month, the CDC 


Please see STITCHING, page 4 


Reaching the summit 


of Mount Marcy 





After a 
A DOG’S 


Eye View 





by Nora 


cently. 


{?? 


and Hampden but never Mount 
Marcy. This is a relatively new 
area, as it opened officially in 
June of last year. The parking 
area for the trailhead is locat- 
ed west of Monson Road, on 
Glendale Road, on the left a 
few houses past Algonquin 
Drive. 

We parked and I got out 
and sniffed, and I knew other 
families needing some time 
outdoors had been there re- 


At 962 feet, Mount Marcy is the sec- 
ond highest peak in Wilbraham and offers 
a 360-degree view. It has three National 


Please see NORA, page 4 


Selectmen 
name 
ambulance 
provider 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— With the town, 
state and nation battling the nov- 
el coronavirus, timely and effi- 
cient ambulance service is a top 
priority to ensure residents get 
access to the medical treatment 
they need. In Hampden, such 
service 1s dwindling. 

“Service has worsened,” In- 
terim Town Administrator Bob 
Markel told selectmen March 
30, noting there were issues with 
the time it took an ambulance to 
arrive on scene prior to the out- 
break of COVID-19. “Response 
times have gotten longer.” 

By Monday, April 6, the se- 
lectmen made their decision re- 
garding an ambulance service 
provider, choosing Action EMS 
as the town’s 24/7 advanced life 
support service. The three-year 
contract at $330,000 a year will 
begin July 1. 

In a roll call vote, the board 
was unanimous in its decision. 

“T’m excited that we’ve gone 
forward with this and I’m opti- 
mistic that they’ll give us good 
services,’ Selectman Mary Ellen 
Glover said. 

Markel had presented the 
selectmen with two proposals, 
the first from Action and the 
second, from the Hampden Fire 
Department, would represent at 
least $204,000 — $100,000 for 
a “gently used” ambulance and 
$104,000 to hire two per diem 
paramedics to work second shift, 
enabling the town to provide ba- 
sic life support service and Ac- 
tion EMS to take the most seri- 
ous calls. 

Currently, the town utilizes 
American Medical Response for 
its ambulance service. The cur- 
rent contract ends June 30. 

Markel has said AMR and Na- 
tional Ambulance bid to provide 
24/7 ALS service in the amounts 
of $900,000 and $800,000. 

The bid from Action EMS is 
for a three-year contract that can 
be canceled at any time, accord- 
ing to Markel. 

Selectman John D. Flynn said 
March 30 he views the two pro- 
posals not as one over the other 
but whether the town goes with 
one or both. 

“We have a complete 24 hour 
solution with Action but again, 
things can change in the future 
going,’ Flynn said March 30. 
“Should we also be looking at 
some growth in our town peo- 
ple so that they can take over if 
Action goes the way of AMR? 
That’s what we’re balancing.” 

He reiterated that point again 
April 6. 


Please see SELECTMAN, page 4 
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E 7 Cuoco 
Real Estate Brokerage 


Thank YOU for helping us INCREASE our Sales 
over Last Year by 3 MILLION DOLLARS!* 


During these unprecedented times, 
it’s all about community... 





$500 Off Closing Costs 


Beye 








: TBrenda Cuoco 


Real Estate Brokerage 
2442 Boston Road, Suite D, Wilbraham, MA 
413-596-9232 


SeSeEear WOLEOE NNT com 


fovea infor n provided to and compiled by MLS Property Information Network, Inc 
Heit per [aa eoie ic ough 3/31/2020. TM320785 


~ [ 
<— = {2 oh) 

Sz = ’ : , 
, ; 





‘\ 
Zz 
te .) 
4 \ » ¥ ; 
\ a . 
yp? P ; 
— 4 { _ . 
w= \ 0, 









April 16, 2020 





Find TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to tyler@turley.com. 

We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 

Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on (0) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


‘ RICE FRUIT 


ie é . FARM cond 7 nc 


Enjoy takeout from our 
bakery or ice cream counter 


> 757 Main Street 
~ Wilbraham 


413-596-4002 


@ Like us on 
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Counting Turtles 


Did you find Turley the Turtle in last week’s edi- 
tion of The Wilbraham-Hampden Times? Turley ap- 
peared 13 times. 

Here are the official submissions: 

Diane Melcher, Hampden: 13 

Gavin Hisgen, Wilbraham: 13 

Nancy Joyce, Wilbraham: 13 

Be sure to look hard in this week’s paper! Email 
your count along with your name and town of resi- 
dence by noon on Monday to tyler@turley.com. 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Wilbraham 
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Senate bill prohibits evictions, 
foreclosures during COVID-19 emergency 


BOSTON —- Working to provide a critical safety net 
for renters, homeowners and small businesses struggling 
with the economic fallout of the current health emergen- 
cy, the state Senate passed legislation suspending evic- 
tions and foreclosures during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

The Senate passed the legislation, “An act providing 
for a moratorium on evictions and foreclosures during 
the COVID-19 emergency” April 9. In addition to sus- 
pending foreclosures and evictions, the bill also seeks to 
suspend late fees and negative credit reporting during the 
pandemic. 

“Individuals and families should not lose housing, 
experience late fees, or receive negative credit reports 
during this unprecedented and difficult time,” said state 
Sen. Eric Lesser (D-Longmeadow), who is a member 
of the Senate task force led by Sen. Jo Comerford that 
serves to discuss community needs, legislative priorities 
and strategies to help residents. 

To address the COVID-19 public health crisis and its 
adverse impacts on renters, homeowners and small busi- 
nesses, the bill includes the following components: 

A moratorium on all stages of the eviction and fore- 
closure processes. The bill extends eviction protections to 
renters and small businesses during the state’s COVID-19 
state of emergency and places a moratorium on all stages 
of the eviction process for non-essential evictions for a 
period of 120 days after the bill becomes law. 

The bill authorizes the governor to extend the morato- 
rium beyond 120 days, if the crisis continues. 

The moratorium on evictions prohibits, for non-es- 
sential evictions, a landlord or property owner from ter- 
minating a tenancy or sending a notice to quit, prohibits 
a court from entering a default judgment, prevents the 
scheduling of court hearings and prohibits the enforce- 
ment of an execution to forcibly remove a tenant. 

In addition to a moratorium on the eviction process, 
the bill extends protections to homeowners and halts the 
foreclosure process for a period of 120 days after the bill 
becomes law to ensure homeowners and residential prop- 
erty owners are protected throughout this public health 
CriSIS. 

The bill would also require mortgage lenders to grant 
a forbearance of up to 180-days on required mortgage 
payments, if a homeowner submits a forbearance request 
demonstrating a financial impact from COVID-19. In ad- 
dition, the bill protects homeowners by prohibiting mort- 
gage lenders from furnishing negative mortgage payment 








The health, safety and comfort of our residents and the 
community are important to us. So we encourage everyone 
to keep their hands washed, follow current health 
guidelines and remain calm and hopeful. 


Together, we can overcome any challenge! 
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information to a consumer reporting agency and prohib- 
its the accrual of fees, penalties or interest during the life 
of the forbearance granted. 

Additionally, the bill prohibits landlords from im- 
posing late fees for non-payment of rent for a residential 
dwelling or small business. Similarly, the bill prohibits 
landlords from sending payment data to credit reporting 
agencies related to the non-payment of rent. These pro- 
tections are available to a tenant if the tenant provides 
notice and documentation to the landlord within 30 days 
of the missed rent payment that the non-payment was re- 
lated to a financial impact from COVID-19. 

The bill now moves to the House of Representatives 
for consideration. 


THE BEST FRESH 





chides SPRING! 
Earth Day 


April 22nd 


Arbor Day 


April 24th 


Think Green - 
Plant A Tree 


Fruit Trees, Evergreens, Spring Blooming 
Trees & Shrubs, Perennial Plants 
Arriving This Week 














:GETABLE SEEDS 


“=> Ready to Plant Now 
wits az CoOo!l Weather Vegetable Plants 


ries 2 Lettuce, Cabbage, Broccoli, 
= Cauliflower & More 


Pretty Pansies - Pots and Six Packs 
Garden Seeds and Soil Mixes 


Administrative 


| Professionals Week 


April 20th - 24th 
Gifts from the Greenhouse 
Randall's Gift Cards 






Full Selection of Fresh 
Fruits and Vegetables 


From Randall's Kitchen 
L Fresh Baked Breads, 
Rolls, Muffins, 
Cookies and Desserts 


Daily Dinner Menus 
Ready to Take Out 


Soups, Salads, and Deli Sandwiches 








Gluten Free Foods 
Big Selection 

| Elsie’s Creamery 

yp Homemade Ice Cream 
| Half Gallons 

\ Full Selection of 

WH Domestic, Imported 

and Local Craft Beer 


Domestic & Imported Wines 
ALWAYS FRESH AT 







631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM TO 7PM 
Find us on and Yougjiir 
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B OBITUARIES 





Death 
Notices 


Pabich, Zigmond F. 
Died April 3, 2020 
Memorial Mass at St. 
Cecilia Church 
at a later date 


Sallade, Frederick E. 
Died April 4, 2020 
Memorial service at a 
later date 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home 








Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
Provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





Frederick E. Sallade 
(1934-2020) 


Frederick E. “Fred” Sallade, of Wil- 
braham left this world peacefully at the 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home on April 4. He 
was 86. 

Fred was born in 1934 in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania and grew up in 
Youngstown, Ohio. He graduated from 
the University of New Mexico in 1956 
with a degree in mechanical engineering 
and an ROTC officer’s commission as a 
Naval Ensign. He attended flight school 
at Naval Air Station Pensacola (Florida) 
and advanced flight training at Hutchin- 
son Naval Air Station (Kansas) where he 
was qualified on Lockheed P2-V “Nep- 
tune” and Grumman S-2 “Tracker” an- 
ti-submarine patrol aircraft. Fred’s active 
duty through 1960 included assignments 
at Naval Air Station Brunswick (Maine) 
and Naval Station Rota (Spain). During 
his active duty career Fred achieved the 
rank of Lieutenant. He remained in the 
U.S. Naval Reserve through 1989, where 
he was subsequently promoted to Cap- 
tain. 

Fred was employed by the General 
Electric Company as a sales engineer for 
33 years, consulting with clients across 
the United States in multiple postings, 
retiring in 1989. 

Fred leaves his loving wife of 60 
years, Elizabeth (LaFond) Sallade of 
Wilbraham. He also leaves a cherished 
daughter, Carey Sallade O’ Brien, son-in- 
law Timothy O’Brien and granddaugh- 
ter Molly O’Brien, all of Hatfield. He 
also leaves a beloved son, Christopher 
Sallade, daughter-in-law Margaret Sal- 
lade, granddaughter Lauren Sallade and 
grandson Daniel Sallade, all of Wake- 
field. He also leaves an older brother, Dr. 
Richard Sallade, his wife Maureen Sal- 
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lade, their daugh- 
ter and three sons 
of Newport News, 
Virginia. Fred was 
predeceased by his 
older sister Mary 
Alice of Dallas, 
Texas, mother of 
five sons. 

Fred was a devoted husband, father 
and friend, and he loved happy gather- 
ings of all types. He was a member of 
the Wilbraham United Church, serving 
on its Men’s Council and singing in the 
choir. Fred was proud of his long military 
service to his country, staying close with 
a network of Navy friends nationwide 
and visiting them whenever possible. He 
was part of the Retired Officer’s Club at 
Westover Air Force Base, serving on its 
Activities Committee until recent years, 
and was also a lifetime member of the 
U.S. Naval Reserve Association. Fred 
followed professional football enthusi- 
astically and rooted especially hard for 
the Green Bay Packers. He was a dev- 
otee of classic movies and remained an 
avid lifelong reader who especially en- 
joyed military history and biographies. 

Due to the ongoing need for social 
distancing, no services are planned at 
this time. A memorial and interment 
of ashes at the Massachusetts Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery in Agawam will be 
announced by the family later this year 
when public health guidelines permit. 
Wilbraham Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. In lieu of flowers, the 
family will greatly appreciate donations 
made in Fred’s name to the Wilbraham 
United Church, 500 Main St., Wilbra- 
ham, MA 01095. 
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issued voluntary guidance recommending those venturing 
into public places to wear a simple cloth mask, especially in 
areas where distancing may be difficult, like grocery stores. 
The N95 masks recommended by health experts are con- 
sidered critical equipment for emergency responders and 
health care workers, and are in limited supply. 

The CDC, on its website www.cdc.gov, recommends 
“the use of simple cloth face coverings to slow the spread 
of the virus and help people who may have the virus and do 
not know it from transmitting it to others. Cloth face cover- 
ings fashioned from household items or made at home from 
common materials at low cost can be used as an additional, 
voluntary public health measure.” 

Additionally, “Cloth face coverings should not be placed 
on young children under age 2, anyone who has trouble 
breathing, or is unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise un- 
able to remove the mask without assistance.” 

According to the CDC, such cloth masks should be 
washed routinely like regular laundry, depending on the fre- 
quency of use. 

One of the first places to receive donations of Ervin’s 
masks was the Holyoke Soldiers Home, where now more 
than 30 veterans have died as a result of the virus. Her un- 
cle, Ronald Cyr, is one of the deceased, however, it remains 
unknown if he contracted the disease. 

Additionally, her friend and former colleague Denise 
McFarland, a longtime nurse in the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District, reached out to see 1f Ervin would 
be able to make masks for her son and his staff in Califor- 
nia. Ervin got to work and stitched 50 masks for her friend. 
Ervin reports he received the delivery April 9. 

“T’m not charging,” she said. “I say ‘it’s for the war ef- 
fort.’” 

Ervin said, like many in the community, staying indoors 
and isolated from the greater community has been a chal- 
lenge, but her work behind the sewing machine has given 
her a new purpose. 

“Tt helps me get through this. I just keep busy and it 
keeps making people happy.” 

For those looking at making their own cloth masks to 
keep their friends and loved ones safe at this time, Ervin 
said there are a number of resources available online, but 
first it’s important to dust off the sewing machine, “plug it 
in and start practicing.” 

Templates are available on a number of websites, includ- 
ing CDC. gov. She got her start using a free template avail- 
able from theturbanproject.com. Ervin also said searching 
YouTube for videos can be an effective learning tool. 

“Research it, it’s very easy and doesn’t have to be per- 
fect,’ she said. “This is the ultimate repurposing project — 
making something from nothing.” 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Germanic 
mythological god 

4. Cash machine 

7. Improvement 

12. What voters want 

15. Sheepish 

16. Placed at powerful 
level 

18. Measure of 
illumination 

19. Trent Reznor’s band 

20. Commercial 

21. Amounts of time 

24, English broadcaster 

27. Rolls of tobacco 

30. Position 

31. Expresses pleasure 


33. Corporate exec (abbr.) 


34. Body part 

35. Bleated 

37. Businessman 
39. Beats per minute 
41. Defunct Italian 
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monetary unit 

42. Broken branch 

44. Put in advance 

47. Arrest 

48. Prefix indicating 
adjacent to 

49, Artificial intelligence 

90. Disfigure 

92. The Fighting Irish 
(abbr.) 

53. Not in any place 

96. Predict 

61. A system of getting 
Stuff from one place 
to another 

63. Philosophy of the 
principles of things 


64. US gov't office (abbr.) 
65. Seaborgium’s former 


name (abbr.) 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Network connector 
2. Primordial matter 
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3. Get up 

4. Uncoordinated 

5. Ill-fated cruise ship 

6. Work hard 

7. Drivers’ speed 

8. Largest English 
dictionary (abbr.) 

9. Healthcare pro 

10. Egyptian Sun god 

11. Expresses the 
negative 

12. Some are three- 
legged 

13. Clothing 
manufacturer 

14. Close by 

17. Tooth caregiver 

22. Housing material 

23. Flows through 

24. Founder of Babism 

25. Honorific title 

26. A type of letter 

28. Seize and hold firmly 

29. Artery 
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32. Body fluids 

36. Press against lightly 

38. An island in the 
Pacific 

40. A reminder of past 
events 

43. Austrian spa town 

44. Peter’s last name 

45. Something a mob 
might do 

46. Of the bones of the 
feet 

51, “Amazing Stories” 
writer 

54. Nazi-resistant youth 
group (abbr.) 

59. Used to have 
(Scottish) 

56. A way to cook 

5/7. Japanese port city 

98. Type of precipitation 

99. Engrave 

60. Female sibling 

62. Expresses emotion 
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Geodetic Survey markers embedded in 
it and during the late 1930s, a light bea- 
con — funded by the Postal Service — was 
erected for plane mail route safety. A 
tower was built where the cement pad is 
and was decommissioned by the mid ‘40s 
when planes could fly higher. It was taken 
down in the ‘70s. 

The elevation increase from the trail- 
head to the peak is 687 feet. For those 
interested in a good workout, the North 
Trail goes quickly up the elevation. Hik- 
ers looking for a longer, less strenuous 
hike can take the South Trail, which has 
switchbacks to make the hike easier. I can 
do either one five times while my people 


SELECTMAN from page 1 


“This doesn’t preclude us from look- 
ing at the Phase B plan ... down the road,” 
he said, noting they could revisit the Fire 
Department option in time for a fall spe- 
cial town meeting if needed. 

Selectmen Chairman Donald Daven- 
port said March 30 he believed the board 
had the information it needed, but felt it 





only do it once! 

While the open Space and Recreation 
Committee fought for this space for all of 
us to enjoy, they have a few rules we need 
to follow; enjoy at a safe distance of six 
feet from each other, us dogs need to be 
leashed and our people have to carry our 
waste out for us. 

For a full description of Mt. Mar- 
cy, visit the trail’s page at www.wilbra- 
ham-ma.gov/793/Mount-Marcy-Trail- 
walk, and events are constantly updated 
on the Open Space and Recreation Plan 
Committee’s Facebook page, facebook. 
com/wilbrahamopenspace. 


was better to hold off on a formal deci- 
sion a week so that all parties could hear 
the decision and rationale instead of be- 
ing surprised by hearing or reading it sec- 
ond-hand. 

Markel said April 6 that the ambulance 
budget would be included in the town’s 
fiscal 2021 budget, as a line currently ex- 
ists for such service. 
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CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


TAKING SPRING ORDERS 


Ludlow, Springfield, East Longmeadow, Wilbraham, Longmeadow 


Foundation Orders 


Lettering * Monument Cleaning 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 


413-589-7564 Office 





413-589-7588 Fax 


413-531-5360 
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Touring in safety... 


Hampden Selectman John D. Flynn (left) and Hampden Historical Society President 
Linda Krawiec (center) show Interim Town Administrator Bob Markel around historic 
Academy Hall while maintaining six-feet of separation. The town-owned building 
that served as a schoolhouse and the first Hampden Town Hall now houses the 
collections of the Historical Society. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


DCR postpones fishing start at 
Quabbin, Wachusett reservoirs 


Anglers looking to take advantage of 
the recreational fishing opportunities at 
Quabbin, Sudbury and Wachusett reser- 
voirs will have to wait at least another 
month, following a recent announce- 
ment from the state’s Department of 
Conservation and Recreation. 

To help prevent the spread of the nov- 
el coronavirus, DCR announced April 3 
that the opening of shoreline fishing has 
been postponed until Saturday, May 9. 


Boat launch areas at these properties will 
also open May 9. 

Shoreline fishing was scheduled to 
begin Saturday, April 4. 

At this time, the Quabbin Visitor’s 
Center is closed to the public, though the 
property is accessible. Those accessing 
the property are reminded that vehicles 
must exit at the posted time. As of Feb. 
25, the hours are 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

For more information visit mass. gov. 


PMC makes $4M commitment to 
support emergency fund 


BOSTON — Dana-Farber Cancer In- 
stitute and the Jimmy Fund have estab- 
lished an Emergency r\Response Fund 
to address the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on Dana-Farber. 

Dana-Farber’s largest single donor, 
the Pan-Mass Challenge, has committed 
to contribute $3 million of unrestricted 
giving to this initiative by May |. Once 
PMC riders raise $3 million, a match- 
ing gift of $1 million will be contribut- 
ed to Dana-Farber by a generous PMC 
rider and donor for a total of $4 million 
in support of the Emergency Response 
Fund efforts to address the COVID-19 
health care crisis. 

The Emergency Response Fund will 
provide resources for unanticipated and 
significant costs to keep cancer patients 
safe and prevent the spread of infec- 
tion as they seek and receive life-saving 
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treatments; new expenses for immediate 
implementation of telemedicine technol- 
ogy that allow patients and families to 
visit with their Dana-Farber care team 
virtually; and pressing financial strains 
felt by patients, their partners and care- 
givers who lose employment or experi- 
ence disruptions in dependent care due 
to school and other related closures. 
“The PMC’s unwavering commit- 
ment to Dana-Farber and the Jimmy 
Fund continues to shine and is especial- 
ly appreciated during these uncertain 
times. Cancer doesn’t stop even during 
these difficult days. This money is essen- 
tial to Dana-Farber’s efforts to continue 
to provide world-class cancer care and 
additional support to our patients and 
their families,’ said Laurie H. Glimcher, 
president and CEO of Dana-Farber. 


Since 1985 


MULC 


INC. 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 


Pine ¢ Spruce ¢ Hemlock e 
Playground e Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil * Seasoned Firewood FEW facebook. 


Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 


Find us on: 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 
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Annual fishing derby canceled 


HAMPDEN -— For the first time in 
more than 50 years, children throughout 
the area will not test their angling skills at 
the Hampden VFW Post 9397 Free Kids 
Fishing Derby. 

According to Post Commander Heath 
Joseph and Acting Adjutant Don Talbot, 
the decision is a result of restrictions fac- 
ing the public in response to the corona- 
virus. 

“The logistics to prepare for this event 
to due to national, state and our communi- 
ty restrictions are not realistic,” they said. 
“We at the VFW always look forward to 
this event giving a fishing event with the 
parents and children in our community, 
but the safety of everyone involved must 
come first.” 

The organizers thanked all of their 
supporters including the Scantic Grog 


Shoppe, Village Food Mart and Reid’s 
Corner, and hope to make next year’s der- 
by “bigger and better than ever.” 

The 58" fishing derby, which takes 
place on the Saturday of Mother’s Day 
weekend each year, was scheduled for 
May 9 at the VFW, 190 Main St. 

Unlike many fishing derbies, the 
VFW’s event is unique in that children 
and families get to release the fish before 
the derby casts-off. Organizers pay a pri- 
vate hatchery for fish to stock in the riv- 
er, in addition to the state’s annual trout 
stocking conducted by the Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Fishing and food are free to children, 
who get to compete for prizes. Adults ar- 
en’t allowed to fish and are charged a do- 
nation for food. 


Hampden initiates fee increase 
for transfer station use 


HAMPDEN — The Hampden Board of 
Health recently announced that prices for 
transfer station permits and bags will ex- 
perience a price increase for the next fis- 
cal year that begins July 1, 2020. Permits 
will be available for purchase beginning 
May lI. 

The current year’s permits expire June 
30, 2020. 

The new pricing 1s as follows: 

Residents age 65 and younger pay $50 
for the first vehicle and $25 for each addi- 
tional vehicle within the same household; 
residents older than 65-years-of-age pay 
$25 for the first vehicle and $10 for sub- 
sequent vehicles within the same house- 


hold. 

Bags will cost $30 for a roll of the 
33-gallon size and $10 for the 16-gallon 
variety. 

Permits will be available beginning 
May | at the Board of Health Office, 625 
Main St., and at the Transfer Station on 
Cross Road. To have stickers mailed, 
send a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
with the name, address, phone number 
and vehicle license plate number, and 
check made payable to “Town of Hamp- 
den” to Board of Health, 625 Main St., 
Hampden, MA 01036. 

For more information, call the office 
at 566-2151 ext. 102. 


—- BEING A -= 


MATTERS, 
NOW MORE THAN EVER. 


AND WE'VE LEARNED A LOT LATELY 
ABOUT WHAT THAT MEANS. 


Checking in on a friend doesn’t always mean visiting. 
Lending a hand might mean washing yours. 
Most importantly, we've been reminded of the strength 
and resilience within our community. 


As a community bank, we're pledging to support those 
around us in new ways. If you find yourself experiencing 
financial difficulties due to COVID-19, please reach out 
to our Customer Care Center at 800-322-8233, or visit 
countrybank.com/COVID19 for more information. 


Even though our doors have temporarily closed, we're 
still here with arms wide open (figuratively, of course). 


-YOUR FRIENDS AT COUNTRY BANK 


y,«countrybank 


MEMBER FDIC | MEMBER DIF 
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Be bear aware this spring season 


hough it’s beginning to look like our 

shared community life will never 

emerge from its coronavirus hiberna- 

tion, spring is definitely in the air — and the 
bears are waking up. 

Soon, flowers will be in full bloom and 
temperatures will climb above 60 degrees (and 
stay there). Just as the rising temperatures and 
blossoming woods inspire folks to get outside, 
another group of mammals will also be walk- 
ing around: the black bear. 

While bears may be intimidating and strike 
fear in the minds of many people, bears and 
people often peacefully coexist with little 
to no contact. In some instances, they cause 
property damage to gardens and bird feeders 
as they search for a quick meal. In most, the 
bear comes away with a bad reputation or with 
a bounty on its head. 

According to the Massachusetts Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife, there are at least 4,500 
black bears statewide. Those bears are now 


active and in search of food. To avoid prop- 
erty damage or the possible killing of a bear, 
Mass Wildlife encourages folks to remove bird 
feeders, garbage and compost from outside 
their homes, and to properly secure chickens, 
beehives and any livestock. 

Perhaps their most important piece of ad- 
vice is to “keep bears wild,’ never feeding the 
animals intentionally or even unintentionally 
by leaving pet dishes or other food sources out- 
doors. Officials say most nuisance situations 
can be avoided by removing food or modifying 
human behavior. 

Rather than using bird feeders, officials 
suggest planting native plants and adding wa- 
ter features, which may help to increase the 
attractiveness to birds while reducing the un- 
natural feeding of bears and other potential 
nuisance animals. 

When composting, folks should avoid add- 
ing meat, oily and sweet-smelling or -tasting 
materials. Such products attract bears and 


other animals. Garbage, MassWildlife says, 
should be placed outside just prior to pickup 
and stored in closed containers in a garage or 
outbuilding. 

Even when cubs are present, officials re- 
mind folks it is uncommon for a bear to attack. 
Mother bears often send their cubs up trees to 
avoid danger and won’t let them down until the 
threat is gone. If an encounter with any bear 
occurs, people should calmly back away and 
avoid running, talking calmly. 

In the rare circumstances when a black bear 
may show aggressive behavior, folks should 
stand their ground and fight back if necessary. 
Make noise, wave arms or branches and look 
bigger than the bear. 

More information about living with bears 
may be found online at mass.gov/bears. 

While bears may be intimidating, their 
presence is often a natural occurrence. By be- 
ing proactive and being aware of our own be- 
havior, we can keep it that way. 





CORRECTION 


The page 1 caption for 
the story “Keeping memories 
alive” in the April 9 edition 
is incorrect. It should read: 


Letters fo the Editor 


Senior Center still offering services during closure 


“Korean War vet and Wilbra- 
ham resident Ronald Cyr (left) 
poses with his daughter Carla 
Ambrose during a_ birthday 
celebration March 11 at the 
Holyoke Soldiers Home.” We 
apologize for the error. 


COVID-19 


By Tom Addicks 
Hampden 


Social distancing, that is the plan 

Everyone is expected to do all that 
he can 

Off to the grocery store once a week 

Gloves and masks; it’s not for the 
meek 

Kids are learning with laptops 
online 

While teachers no longer get free 
time 

Essential businesses struggle to 
survive 

Hoping sales will not nosedive 

Take-out meals become a treat 

As families clamor to go down the 
street 

Bears peer from windows along the 
way 

Children look for new games to 
play 

Parents work from their homes 

Kids are never left alone 

Events are canceled and sports on 
hold 

The shelves are empty; all the TP 
is sold 

People rise to meet the scourge 

They won’t let this get on their 
nerves 

We celebrate all those who continue 
to work 

Doctors, nurses, truckers, and gro- 
cery store clerks 

Humanity chooses love over hate 

As we all stay home and continue 
to wait. 


Visit us at 


wilbrahamhampden 
times. turley.com 





To the editor: 


Hello everyone from the staff 
at the Wilbraham Senior Center. 
Although the center is closed, the 
staff is working to assist seniors. 
We are working remotely, from 
our kitchen tables, but one of us 
goes in everyday to the office. 
Phone messages and emails are 
checked regularly throughout the 
day, so please leave us message 
if there is anything we can help 
you with. 

We have non perishable items 
including toilet paper, if you are 
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By Lou Scungio 
Wilbraham 


Again, will men of mettle meet 
to muster to the need 

that now befalls our countrymen 
or will despair impede? 

Will wayward men with wanton 








in need. We want to help keep 
our seniors safe, which means 
staying home. We will do our 
best to accommodate you with 
grocery shopping requests. As 
municipal employees, we can 
not handle your cash, so we are 
using gift cards from Big Y that 
we had. Some people have asked 
how to make a donation for what 
they have received and our sug- 
gestion is to send a check to the 
Senior Center Gift Fund, 45B 
Post Office Park. 

If you need a prescription, 
please be aware that Big Y and 
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NEVER GO 


ways 

wilt an’ whine an’ wail ... 

an’ will our waning wisdom win 

or lead us all to fail? 

Upon my soul I pray today 

that men of wisdom meet 

to pray what Bunker Hill in- 
spired 






© DAVE GRANLUND- 


CVS will deliver to your door. 
Walgreens has a system, but it 
requires an app on a cellphone. 
If you need a prescription picked 
up, please call us. 

We hope this crisis passes 
soon and we can get back to our 
daily routines, serving the se- 
niors of Wilbraham at the Senior 
Center! 

Stay safe and healthy. 


Paula Dubord 
Director of Elder Affairs 
Wilbraham 
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for which they toiled an’ tired ... 
for only when our will is strong 
will wanton ways of men be 

gone ... 
an’ then the promise made ago 
will settle here an’ never go. 


April 16, 2020 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 





Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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PANDEMIC PERSPECTIVE 
COVID-19 point of view 
from Interskate 91 


By Rob Gould 
Guest Columnist 


This is certainly an unprece- 
dented time in history. This will 
be one for the books, once we 
get through it. The impact is felt 
at all levels from kids and stu- 
dents to small businesses and 
Wall Street. People have had 
their lives flipped upside down 
with only a moments notice. 

This applies to us at Inter- 
skate 91 as well. Open one day, 
closed the next. With hopes of 
re-opening quickly, the matter 
is going longer and longer ev- 
ery day. Changing as quickly as 
New England Weather. As the 
kids would say “TTKU” or try 
to keep up. 

We think of our customers 
in times like these. Not just 
customers, but the friends and 
families that we have come to 
know. A group of skaters are 
more like a family. Celebrat- 
ing birthdays, school trips and 
so much more fun that is not 
happening. The kids are miss- 
ing out on the memories that 
so many of us have from our 
childhood. Think back to your 
childhood and what it was like 
to anticipate your birthday 
and perhaps a certain birthday 
party. Kids will spend months 
thinking about and looking for- 
ward that special day. This is 
what hurts the most. 

We have been here 30 years; 
we hope to be for another 30. 
Just as relevant for this gen- 
eration as the last. It is such a 
pleasure to serve this commu- 
nity. So many people grew up 
with us and have many fond 
memories of their childhood. 
Now they bring their kids or 
even grandkids to skate and 
celebrate with us. We hear it all 
the time. A running joke is that 
people come in and say, “this 
place hasn’t changed a bit.” Not 
realizing that we paint and re- 
model every five to seven years. 
But what they are really saying 
is “I have a lot of good memo- 
ries here, and now I remember 
them.” 

We are a small business and 
family owned. Shutting down 
for even a short time is very dif- 
ficult. This isn’t something you 
can prepare for and finances 
will be a juggling act. We had 
to lay off our staff of 35, hop- 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


ing that we will put them back 
to work soon. Everyone in our 
organization, from top to bot- 
tom, is trying to find ways to 
cope without a paycheck. Focus 
on priorities, then what bills can 
be delayed. Calling utilities or 
banks to see what options are. 
Not an easy job. No matter how 
much time is on your hands. 
Fear for our staff, fear of what 
business will be like after this. 

The unknown of when we 
can re-open is another worry 
most small business are dealing 
with. Trying to pivot and offer 
some form of service or prod- 
uct, restaurants moved to take 
out and grocery stores must 
limit capacity. These are not 
normal practices and require 
some creativity and trial and er- 
ror to make it work. Some busi- 
ness like us, just had no option 
but to close and wait. All we 
can offer is a promise of future 
fun at a discounted price. We 
are offering “support vouchers” 
to try to make ends meet until 
we can reopen. 

We are planning a thrill- 
ing week of fun when we can 
re-open. This shutdown start- 
ed several weeks ago and will 
certainly last the rest of April 
and beyond. This means that 
no April school vacation, nor- 
mally a big week for us at the 
rink. So, we are trying to take 
some of those themes and fun 
that we had planned and use 
them for the first week we can 
open. Special visitors and fun 
food with lots of skating, games 
and music. It is certainly only a 
matter of time until we can get 
back to business, but that only 
brings a little comfort. 

The day to day struggle is 
real. You all know this. We are 
all in this together. We may 
have different challenges and 
perhaps different fears. But we 
can all share one thing Hope. 
If I may quote a popular movie 
“The only thing more powerful 
than fear is hope.” 

Stay strong, stay healthy and 
see you at the rink. 


Rob Gould is the owner 
of Interskate-91 South, 2043 
Boston Road in Wilbraham. 
For more information, call 
413-543-3991 or visit www. 
interskate91.com. 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 


Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 


Hours: 


Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 10am - 4pm 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


— AN 


(l Proceeds 1 Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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When windows open or close 


uring the spring weeks, anytime a window 
1): opened, there’s a refreshing breath of 

fragrant, fresh outdoor air that invigorates 
us. Opening a window on a spring morning invites 
us to “smell the sunshine” of the beginning mo- 
ments of a new day. 

Looking through a closed window, 
seeing springtime arriving in all of its 
floral displays, in nearby yards, allows 
beauty to be seen through transparen- 
cy. Seeing things clearly defines new 
awareness, appreciations and awaken- 
ings. 

While in these weeks of the global 
COVID-19 pandemic, we are living, 
working and studying behind closed 
doors instead of being outside with our 
daily schedules. Whether it’s working 
outside the home, school, college ed- 
ucation on campus, or attending our 
places of worship, or times of celebrat- 
ing anniversaries, birthdays, weddings or honor- 
ing lives well-lived. Some family events have had 
to be remotely viewed on computer screens or 
have sadly been postponed. 

Yet, countless windows of new awareness, ap- 
preciation and awakenings are opening up for us 
to observe, value, learn from and help with. New 
windows of insight have opened informing us of 
how America is working together to save lives, 
deliver mail, products and medical equipment, 
stock and serve in grocery stores, serve in phar- 
macies, and transport by air, land and sea thereby 
meeting strategic needs. Restaurants and fast food 
businesses are safely and efficiently providing 
drive-thru and pick up meals. 

Our nation’s military are actively involved in 
helping with scientific research, deploying units 
from coast to coast for meeting urgent medical 
needs: helping ship and move hospital and sur- 
gical supplies, constructing medical units and 
reinforcing medical teams serving in emergency 
rooms front lines, and hospital wards. 





GUEST 


COLUMNIST 





JOAN E. B. COOMBS 


Public education is being taught at home un- 
til schools and colleges can safely reopen. Across 
America, homeschooling has been an alternative 
choice. A homeschooling Mom, Julie L. L., while 
working in a healthcare-related vocation, still cre- 
atively schedules her high school student’s sub- 
jects. Current events are included in 
today’s hot topics and are answered in 
essay forms. “Lessons they are learning 
and getting a credit for: “Science: What 
is a pandemic and how to live through 
one?;’ “Psychology: How to maintain 
mental health during a pandemic;’ ‘So- 
ciology: How empathy and common 
sense are key issues during a pandem- 
ic; ‘Mathematics: How to measure 
six feet wherever you go;’ ‘Statistics: 
Understand where data is obtained and 
how to use it with intelligence;’ “Geog- 
raphy: How small the world really is’.” 

Trucks roll along the highways 24/7 
delivering goods nationwide. With restaurants 
being closed, finding food is complicated. Amaz- 
ingly, truck drivers at interstate truck stops are 
being surprised with meals contributed by caring, 
appreciative corporations. On small highway road 
stops, individuals are also showing their apprecia- 
tion with signs and meals. 

It’s being said that, “This is a time when giv- 
ing matters the most.” There’s a global and na- 
tional awakening: everyday heroes, in all walks 
of life are helping each other and those in need. 
In our cities and towns, charitable nonprofit orga- 
nizations are providing medical care, hope, food, 
clothing, and basic necessities. Churches and syn- 
agogues are live streaming services and offering 
spiritual guidance. 

Let’s view our world through opened windows 
and appreciate the abundant, generous, heroic 
workings around us. And, when our windows are 
closed, especially for protective reasons, let’s still 
see, with transparent clarity, that another day will 
dawn with “windows of opportunities.” 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
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e ASE Certified Mechanics 





- 


413-289-1016 © 800-662-1016 
jacksonsautosalesandservice.com 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Saturday 7:30 AM to NOON 


e 15% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


e Automatic Transmission Repair 


...where every 4th Oil Change is 


same vehicle - cannot be combined with other coupon offers 





5 Star Authorized 
Registered State 

Emissions Repair 

Facility #RPO08269 


e FREE Towing during working hours 


(to Jackson's for repair within a 15 mile radius) 


¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 


‘ Approved 


Auto Repair 


e Weekly Tire Specials 


excludes diesel and synthetic 


$4795 


complete diagnostic checks 


ee =e 


4 cylinder 6 cylinder 


I STARTING AT... 


and turn rotors 


up to 1 gallon of anti-treeze 


| LUBE-OIL-FILTER | 


g. With quality Exxon Mobil oil, oil filter, 21 point J 
check, top off all fluids. Up to 5 quarts of oil. 


Most Vehicles 
With this coupon 
Expires 4/30/20 T 


Excludes diesel & synthetic - supersedes all other coupons 
mmm MOM ee eee 


TUNE-UP SPECIAL | 


Includes: plugs, timing/idle speed and | 


8 cylinder 


$39°> $4,995 $5995 | t Excludes Catalytic Converters 


Most Vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


Pm ew eee eee eee 


l BRAKE SPECIAL 


| replace front pads & turn 
#99" rotors or replace rear pads 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


eee See ee ack mee eens 


RADIATOR FLUSH 


>39°° 
STARTING AT... 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T | Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


ee ee 


& OFE 
10 any service over $150 


i's OFF 
l 20 any service over $250 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 
25” OFF 
EXHAUST WORK 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


1 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
l CHECK 4 WHEELS 
[ 
[ 


FRONT . 
$4995 Sc. $59 


1 INCLUDES TOE....ALL OTHER ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


| TRANSMISSION FLUSH ! 


l 
samen QOS 
l STARTING AT... 
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HEALTH 


Protecting children from 
abuse during pandemic 


April is ‘Child Abuse 
Prevention Month’ 


SPRINGFIELD — The coro- 
navirus pandemic around the 
world is the perfect storm for 
creating another pandemic here 
at home — one of child abuse that 
affects one of the most vulnera- 
ble populations: children. 

April is National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month, designed to 
raise awareness of child abuse 
and neglect. This year, Child 
Abuse Prevention Month is com- 
ing as the full thrust of the new 
coronavirus affects communities 
throughout the region. 

According to a report on 
NBC News, hotlines in Colora- 
do, Texas, Illinois and California 
have received fewer reports of 
child abuse since stay-at-home 
orders have been put into place. 

“So far, we are seeing a de- 
crease in child abuse reports na- 
tionally. We don’t know if this 
is because people are rallying 
in a storm or because cases are 
‘socially isolating’ and never 
being recognized or reported,” 
said Dr. Stephen Boos, medical 
director at the Baystate Family 
Advocacy Center. “One thing we 
do know 1s that the health, social 
and economic consequences of 
this pandemic are hugely stress- 
ful. Stress combined with being 
locked in the house together is a 
great breeding ground for emo- 
tional and physical abuse.” 

NBC also reported that teach- 
ers, coaches and health care 
professionals, people trained 
to recognize child abuse, “are 
just not seeing these kids,” said 
Daphne Young, chief communi- 
cations officer for Childhelp, a 
child-welfare organization with 
a national abuse hotline. Unlike 
other hotlines, Childhelp Nation- 
al Child Abuse Hotline has seen 
a 23 percent increase in calls and 
a 263 percent increase in texts 
compared to March 2019. With 
in-person operations limited at 
child protective service and oth- 
er government agencies, children 
and teens have been texting the 
hotline themselves from unsafe 
homes. 

Children are shut in with 
families and all are bored, fright- 
ened and dealing with change 
and uncertainty, Boos notes. 

He suggests three proven 
ways to prevent child abuse and 
increase children’s resilience. 
Three elements of the “Strength- 
ening Families Approach” are 
easily adapted to the current 
crisis — social connectedness, 
practical help in times of need 
and knowledge of parenting and 
child development. 

“We are supported and sus- 
tained by our relationship with 
others. We need to find ways 
to connect ourselves for sani- 
ty while isolating ourselves for 


safety,’ Boos said about being 
socially connected. 

He suggests scheduling time 
during the day for phone calls, 
video chats, neighborly talks 
over the fence and walks in the 
woods, all while keeping groups 
small and maintaining at least 
six feet of separation between 
others. 

Practical help also mat- 
ters, whether it is a government 
check, someone dropping off 
groceries at the door or lending 
a computer or Wi-Fi connection, 
or the charity of neighbors. 

“Anything that makes it easi- 
er to get through the day, and es- 
pecially something that tells you 
that your community cares about 
you, can give you the energy to 
tolerate one more complaint of 
boredom or one more tantrum by 
your child,” Boos said. 

Yet the hardest of the three 
elements 1s upping one’s game 
on parenting at times of stress 
and serving the role of parent, 
teacher, daycare provider, and 
after school activities director, 
he noted. 

“T encourage parents to build 
a rational schedule for them- 
selves and their children. You 
should plan for a regular wake 
up time, time for schoolwork in 
modest tolerable chunks, and 
rewarding and fun activities in- 
cluding screen time, social con- 
necting, exercise, and spiritual 
or religious meditation. Adults 
need time to attend to them- 
selves and to renew the primary 
parent-to-parent relationship. It 
is also good to schedule limited 
media time to check on the ep- 
idemic and not follow it obses- 
sively from moment to moment,” 
Boos said. 

The Baystate pediatrician of- 
fered the following encouraging 
words in these difficult times. 

“All of these recommenda- 
tions are good for normal times 
as well,’ Boos said. “If we can 
gain these skills, connections 
and systems through this hard 
time, they can benefit us when it 
is all over and serve us when oth- 
er adversity occurs in the future. 
When the coronavirus pandemic 
ends, we will find that the long 
term payback was well worth the 
effort.” 

Assistance for parents or 
guardians relating to children 
during the coronavirus pandemic 
is available by calling the Paren- 
tal Stress Line at 800-632-8188 
available 24/7 in all languages, 
or visiting the Massachusetts 
organization at parentshelping- 
parents.org. Resources for par- 
ents and caregivers to help keep 
children safe from child sexual 
abuse are available at stopitnow. 
org or calling 888-PREVENT. 

Reports of suspected abuse 
can be made to the Department 
of Children and Families hotline 
at 800-792-5200. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 
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Keeping youths engaged during the 
coronavirus outbreak 


SPRINGFIELD — With the 
recent extension of school and 
daycare closures during the coro- 
navirus pandemic, parents may 
be seeking new ideas to ensure 
their children are continuing to 
learn and develop, while also 
fitting in much needed time for 
play, expression and physical ac- 
tivities. 

“There are many ways to ap- 
proach the plan for how to support 
kids while they aren’t attending 
daycare or school in a traditional 
way. Parents know their children 
best and there isn’t necessarily a 
‘one size fits all’ plan that will 
work for every child and family,” 
said Jessica Hagerman, child life 
specialist and manager of Child 
Life & Healing Arts at Baystate 
Children’s Hospital. 

“It’s helpful to consider all 
of the aspects that make a child 
who they are, including their age, 
development, educational needs, 
learning style, interests, energy 
level, and ability to focus. These 
may all contribute towards fig- 
uring out the best plan that will 
meet their needs,” she said. 

Parents may want to consider 
creating a routine for some sense 
of normalcy and to keep the en- 
vironment somewhat predictable 
during these unpredictable times. 

“Children may feel a lack of 
control with all that’s going on 
around them, so it’s also a great 
idea to include them in some of 
the decision-making, and to give 
choices about activities and plans 
when appropriate. Staying con- 
nected with their school to un- 
derstand what resources may be 
available and their requirements 
for keeping up with academics 
should certainly be a part of the 
plan, but this may also be a great 
time to create some extra fun, 
memorable experiences in hopes 
that children as well as parents 
will look back on this time in a 
positive way,’ said Hagerman. 

There are so many great on- 
line resources available to fam- 
ilies with ideas for games, ac- 
tivities and suggestions to keep 
children occupied and learning 


during this social isolation period 
and beyond, noted the child life 
specialist. 

“A simple search will bring 
up a wealth of resources and 
ideas. We also encourage families 
to find a healthy balance between 
screen time and screen-free ac- 
tivities,’ Hagerman said. “While 
there is so much to do and learn 
in the digital world, moderation 
is important to ensure children 
are also still engaging in other 
activities to support their overall 
development. When children are 
actively playing and creatively 
engaging in their environment, it 
can support their development in 
incredibly positive ways.” 

She noted this is not an easy 
time for some parents, many of 
whom may be juggling child care 
while still trying to work from 
home, or who may be trying to 
coordinate the many aspects of 
life that are affected by this pan- 
demic. 

“Sometimes screen-time may 
be the one thing that keeps your 
child content while you sign into 
that conference call. Being aware 
of what your kids are accessing 
when they are on the screen can 
make all the difference,’ said Ha- 
german. 


Get Out Responsibly 

She also encourages fresh air 
and exercise and notes that social 
isolation doesn’t have to mean 
staying inside — but that it does 
mean that you should be respon- 
sible when you are outside. 

“Avoiding public playgrounds 
and ‘high touch’ areas like climb- 
ing structures, or places where 
others may congregate, is really 
important for health and safety 
during this pandemic. If you don’t 
have a yard or an isolated outdoor 
space to play, going for walks or 
riding bikes in areas where you 
can keep a safe distance from 
anyone other than those you live 
with is a good way to still get out 
and moving. It’s a good idea to 
be prepared with hand-wipes or 
sanitizer for any little hands that 
like to touch everything,’ Hager- 


man said. 

Other outdoor activity ideas 
may include: creating a chalk ob- 
stacle course, treasure hunts, hu- 
la-hoop races, planting a garden, 
having a picnic, or blowing bub- 
bles. More details for how to do 
these are only an internet search 
away, she noted. 

For indoor activities, there 
are always the classics like board 
games, card games, puzzles, arts 
and crafts and movie nights. 

The Baystate child life spe- 
cialist noted that now may also 
be a great time to create a family 
time capsule. You can download 
a free copy of “My COVID-19 
Time Capsule” created by Natalie 
Long of Long Creations at http:// 
letsembark.ca/time-capsule. 

“In 5, 10, or 20 years from 
now, you can look back at how 
you and your family made it 
through all of the COVID-19 
changes,” said Hagerman. “Also, 
if you haven’t already joined the 
slime craze, we suggest trying the 
‘Baystate Slime’ recipe. This one 
is a favorite around our pediatric 
unit,’ she added. 

The recipe: 5 oz school glue, 
Y tablespoon of baking soda, 2 
tablespoons of contact solution, 
add a small amount of food col- 
oring or acrylic paint for color. 
Consider adding shaving cream 
for “fluffy slime” and experi- 
menting with adding small items 
like beads, glitter or other trinkets 
to provide texture. 

The Baystate Children’s Hos- 
pital child life specialist offers the 
following websites for some ad- 
ditional experiences to consider: 

https://www.weareteachers. 
com/best-virtual-field-trips/ 

https://www.kennedy-center. 
org/education/mo-willems 

https://mommypoppins. 
com/kids/50-easy-science-ex- 
periments-for-kids-fun-educa- 
tional-activities-using-house- 
hold-stuff 

For more information on the 
coronavirus, visit baystatehealth. 
org/covid 19. 


State expands COVID-19 testing for 
srocery store workers 


BOSTON -— The Baker-Poli- 
to Administration issued further 
public health guidance April 10, 
expanding resources for critical 
workers and increasing Massa- 
chusetts National Guard activa- 
tion to support its ongoing re- 
sponse to mitigate the spread of 
the new coronavirus. 

A new Department of Public 
Health advisory, consistent with 
CDC guidance, recommends all 
residents wear a mask or face 
covering in public when social 
distancing is not possible. 

The administration has also 
expanded access to the free pri- 
ority COVID-19 testing sites for 
first responders located at Gillette 
Stadium in Foxborough and the 
Eastern States Exposition to in- 
clude grocery store workers. 

Additionally, Gov. Charlie 
Baker authorized the activation of 
an additional 3,000 more military 
personnel of the Massachusetts 
National Guard. 


Mask Advisory 

The administration issued 
guidance to residents and Ex- 
ecutive Branch employees rec- 
ommending the use of a face 
covering or cloth mask when 
in situations where maintaining 
proper social distancing mea- 
sures are not possible to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19, such as 
in a grocery store. 

A face covering may in- 
clude anything that covers one’s 
nose and mouth, including a 
mask, scarf or bandana. Health 
care masks, such as N95 masks, 
should not be used and should be 
preserved for health care workers 
and first responders. 

Cloth masks should not be 
worn by young children under 
the age of 2 years, persons with 
difficulty breathing or those who 
are unconscious, incapacitated or 
otherwise unable to remove the 
mask without assistance. 


Testing 

The administration and the 
Executive Office of Public Safe- 
ty and Security expanded access 
to the free, priority COVID-19 
testing sites for first responders 
to now include grocery store and 
supermarket workers. Beginning 
April 11, the men and women 
who provide critical access to 
food and other necessities may 
schedule an appointment to re- 
ceive COVID-19 testing at the 
sites located at Gillette Stadium 
and the Big E fairgrounds in West 
Springfield. 

All appointments must be 
made in advance by the worker’s 
supervisor or manager, and per- 
sonnel do not need to be symp- 
tomatic to be eligible. 

Residents may visit www. 
mass.gov/covidl9 for the lat- 
est information, call 2-1-1 with 
questions, or text “COVIDMA” 
to 888-777 to subscribe to text- 
alert updates. 
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Baystate seeks critical 
blood donations 


SPRINGFIELD — As President Donald Trump left 
the White House briefing room during a recent coronavi- 
rus update, someone shouted out “donate blood!” 

It was an important message. The need is so great that 
Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker included blood and 
platelet donors on his list of essential services. 

America faces a severe blood shortage during the 
novel coronavirus pandemic and the U.S. Surgeon Gen- 
eral Jerome Adams is urging healthy individuals to do- 
nate blood as the crisis unfolds. 

Until further notice during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Baystate Health is relocating all blood and platelet dona- 
tion to 361 Whitney Ave. in Holyoke. 

Blood donations will take place daily, Monday 
through Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Walk-ins are 
welcome, but appointments are suggested and can be 
made by calling 413-794-4600. 

Platelet donations will also occur at Whitney Avenue, 
but are by appointment only at 413-794-4600. 

Additional protocols are being implemented during 
the coronavirus pandemic for the safety and health of 
donors, including: 

e Prescreening donors 

e Extra precautionary cleaning 

e Spacing out donors to comply with social distanc- 
ing and group gathering restrictions. 

All eligible donors will receive a ticket to Six Flags 
(for future use, valid through Jan. 3, 2021) and a gift card 
to Big Y or Dunkin’. 

Contact the Baystate Health Blood Donor Center at 
413-794-4600 with questions or to make an appointment. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
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6 apply for fire chief position 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN - For the past few 
months, Hampden has utilized the 
services of longtime resident and 
firefighter Ed Poulin to serve as 
chief on an interim basis. Select- 
men are moving forward with the 
search for a permanent replacement 
to Michael Gorski, who retired in 
June of last year. 

Interim Town Administrator 
Bob Markel informed the select- 
men April 6 that after posting for 
the position, six candidates have 
responded. Three of the applicants 
are internal and two are from out of 
State. 

Selectman Mary Ellen Glov- 
er hoped for some clarity with the 
process, as she said when the po- 
sition was posted it did not specify 
whether the job would be full- or 
part-time. The town is looking to 
hire a part-time fire chief. She said 
one applicant is from Florida and 
another is from the New York City 
area. 

“We need a procedure going 
forward, how we’re going to in- 


terview the people.” Glover said 
noting there should be a standard 
application, questions and a rejec- 
tion letter. 

Markel said he does have some 
standard questions and a rejection 
letter. 

Selectman John D. Flynn ques- 
tioned the application process, as 
he recalled the board saying there 
would be an internal process first 
and should the board feel there 
wasn’t a qualified, they would look 
outside the department. 

“T think we should look through 
our notes and clarify that because 
[ve talked with members of our 
Fire Department who quite clearly 
recall the board talk about an inter- 
nal promotion first,’ Flynn said. “If 
we don’t feel the internal people 
are qualified then we open it up. I 
don’t think we’re sending the right 
message to the department saying 
‘we won’t consider you first.’”’ 

Glover disagreed, stating she 
felt a broader search would give a 
“full spectrum” of candidates and 
better serve the town. She said if 
the two applicants from outside 
of Massachusetts didn’t intend to 


work part-time, the board would be 
left with four applicants. 

“Tt’s as good to [screen] four as 
it is to do three,” she said. 

Selectmen Chairman Donald 
Davenport said the board should 
first clarify whether the out-of-state 
applicants intended to apply and 
then review the meeting minutes 
to be certain whether there would 
be an internal first round. With 
those questions answered, he asked 
whether the board wanted to use a 
separate committee to screen the 
applicants and bring finalists for- 
ward. 

Flynn said it would be good to 
include others in the conversation, 
particularly those who “have some 
background that helps our town.” 
He suggested Gorski, Markel, a se- 
lectman and an Advisory Commit- 
tee member as a place to start. 

Selectmen hope to form a com- 
mittee consisting of a selectman, 
Markel, an Advisory Committee 
representative, a fire chief and an- 
other individual. They hope for a 
decision in May and for a start date 
of July 1. 
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major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please ema ae 


turley.com. TOON 
A TURLEY PUBLICATION _€& } 


www.turley.com 
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HUB International is the largest insurance broker in Massachusetts 
and we're right here in your local communities. 
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insurance solution. 
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Family 
keepsake... 


While hunkering down as 

a family over the last six 
weeks, the Griguoli family 
of Wilbraham made this 
hand-tracing for their wall. 
The artwork is one of many 
activities they have done as 
a family to stay home and 
healthy. Care to share your 
artwork? Send photos, poems 
and illustrations to 
tyler@turley.com. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 








Face from 
the front... 


Resident Joyce Dunklee submitted this 
picture of her daughter and member 
of the Minnechaug Class of 2008 Dr. 
Abigail Dunklee Rapps, DPM, who 

is in her fourth year of residency at 
Presbyterian/Quuens Hospital in New 
York City. At the time of the submission 
last week, the hospital was full with 
COVID-19 patients. Do you have family 
or friends you would like to recognize? 
Would you like to share your story? 
Email tyler@turley.com. TIMES PHOTO 
SUBMITTED 


Too many 
cooks... 


Wilbraham siblings Adeline 
(left), 4, and Owen Alves, f | 
3, pass the time cooking in TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
their toy kitchen during the 
coronavirus emergency. How 
are you staying social and 
active during a shutdown? 
Share your photos and tales 
with tyler@turley.com. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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Flying Falcons... 


Minnechaug Regional High School Principal 
Stephen Hale waves to residents April 9 during 
the school’s ‘Teacher Parade.’ Hale said of the 
event, “This was important to all staff and all 
families no matter the school because education 
Is a personalized business. Every day in our 
district, staff make personal connections with 
students that creates the platform for learning. 
We miss our students so much because that 
personal connection drives us and our students. 
The parades allowed us all to see and feel the 
connections we are all desperately missing. We 
are blessed to work in the communities we work 
in!” TIMES PHOTO COURTESY TAYLOR HAPGOOD 





Greetings from ‘Chaug... 


Minnechaug guidance counselor and Yearbook adviser Renee Considine gree 
Parade.” School staff drove through Hampden and Wilbraham, greeting and re 
HAPGOOD 





Wilbraham family Dentistry, L 
Stephen H. Root, DDS, MAGD 
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Thank you to all the essential 
workers getting the job done 
ohbhahekemdaitcmanasK-M\\'(-Moge)eyacloi loan 
each and every one of you! 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 


Homebound... 


Wilbraham resident Tim Murphy poses for 

a recent photo during his first work-at- 
home day as a result of businesses and 
government offices shutting doors due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. How are you staying 
busy? Share your photos and tales with 
tyler@turley.com. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


SUBURBAN 







TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 


Hooked on 
the outdoors... 


Hampden’s Kenneth Whitehead caught 
this largemouth bass April 2 while “social 
distancing” at Spec Pond in Wilbraham. 
How are you keeping busy? Share your 
photos and tales with tyler@turley.com. 








TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
ts waves excitedly to families April 9 during the school’s “Teacher 
-connecting with students and families. TIMES PHOTO COURTESY TAYLOR 
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7-5 © Fri. 8-5 Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic our office is closed 
85 Post Office Park upon recommendation from the 
Suite 8503 CDC and American Dental Association. 
. Wilbraham, MA 01095 If you have an emergency please call 
LC 413-596-3881 


our office and we will assist you. 
_£ www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com Thank You & Stay Safe! 
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Women to Watch names new dates 
for planned events this spring 


Due to the changing climate of the cur- 
rent pandemic, the Women to Watch USA 
Western Mass. Chapter has made changes 
to their spring event schedule. 

The annual “Top 25 Women Watch 
in Western Massachusetts” nominations 
have been extended to April 30. Nomina- 
tions are open to the public and available 
online at www.women2watchusawestma. 
com. 

The public voting for the nominees 
will take place May 1-31. There are 23 
categories available where people can 
nominate their favorite business woman 
who has made a difference not only in 
their business but also in their community. 


CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 800-824-6548 


Winners will be announced in June and 
the actual awards dinner will take place 
Oct. 22 at the Log Cabin in Holyoke. 

The Continuing Education Women’s 
Scholarship applications are available at 
local colleges, universities and specialty 
schools. Any woman who has gone back 
to school and is over the age of 21, and is 
currently enrolled in an area educational 
facility is eligible. For information, con- 
tact Women to Watch Scholarship Chair- 
man Tracy Viola at Tracysellsrealestate @ 
comcast.net. 

For more information or to join the 
chapter, visit www.women2watchu- 
Sawestma.com. 
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Back 


with TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 


If you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to 
our calendar section at no charge to your organization. 


We want to help you get the word out to the community on 
what you are doing and when you are doing tt. 


WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL! 


lf your event needs more attention, please consider running 
an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393. 
Please let us know you are a non-profit, so we can better serve you. 











YOUR LOCAL 





TRUSTED 


RELIABLE 


DEPENDABLE 


SEPTIC SYSTEMS 


Hampden Septic ies Frame & “Picture Oboppe 


Pumping ¢ Installation ¢ Title 5 Inspections * Perc Tests 


966-2916 


Evening & Weekend Appointments Available! 
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy! 
Fully Insured - Family Owned 


ADVERTISE YOUR 


BUSINESS HERE ON 


THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 





2378 Boston Rd., Wilbraham ¢ (413) 599-1854 
www.FrameandPictureShoppe.com : me 
Tues.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 9-2, Closed Sun. & Mon. 
Quality custom framing by a professional 
picture framer. In business for 24 years! 


Morrison 
Construction 


A division of WeMow Landscaping, Inc. 
Water - Sewer - Septic - Excavation - 
Lawn Installations - Retaining Walls - Foundations 
Plantings - Screened Loam Delivered 


FREE Estimates - 413-289-2026/413-530-2567 


Benjamin Hemingway 
Owner/President 


413-695-3664 
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Homes INC. 


Ei Find us on: 
FINE HOMEBUILDING AND DESIGN dy Ben Hemingway facebook. 


www. TimelessHomesInc.net 


I its, worth framing. “ Frame tb to last / Wilbraham, MA 01095 TimelessHomes@Hotmail.com 
LANDSCAPING 


FLOORING 


Carrying A Complete Line of Flooring! 


jo e Ceramic Tile 
‘a 


e Luxury Vinyl Tile 
CUMMINGS 


e Hardwood e Laminates 
REMODELING & FLOORING 


ae Call for An Appointment 
413-783-1101 © www.CummingsFloor.com 
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Unemployment applications 
available in Spanish 


BOSTON -— The Bak- 
er-Polito Administration — re- 
cently launched a Spanish lan- 
guage online, mobile-friendly, 
unemployment benefits appli- 
cation for those who need to 
apply. 

The new, secure applica- 
tion for Spanish speakers is 
available through mass.gov/de- 
sempleo, the Spanish language 
website for unemployment in 
Massachusetts. 

The Department of Unem- 
ployment Assistance will make 
language applications available 
in Portuguese, Haitian Creole, 
Chinese, Vietnamese and addi- 
tional languages in the coming 
days. 

The new Spanish language 
form is the latest effort from 
to deliver crucial COVID-19 
information to non-English 
speakers, including the launch 
of a COVID-19 text message 
alert system, also availbel in 
Spanish. 

All of Mass.Gov (including 
Mass.Gov/COVID19) is avail- 
able in 13 different languag- 


es and the commonwealth’s 
non-emergency helpline for 
COVID-19, 2-1-1, is available 
in more than 150 languages. 

The new Spanish mo- 
bile-friendly application is 
among several state efforts to 
reach and assist individuals 
who are eligible for unemploy- 
ment benefits and provide the 
financial assistance they need. 
Other efforts include: 

Updating the DUA website 
with the latest information that 
claimants and employers need 
to know, what the latest federal 
legislation means for them, and 
a step-by-step guide to filing a 
claim available in multiple lan- 
guages. 

The Baker-Polito Adminis- 
tration will continue to update 
residents on developments re- 
lated to COVID-19. Residents 
may visit www.mass.gov/ 
covid19 for the latest informa- 
tion, call 2-1-1 with questions, 
or text “COVIDMA” to 888- 
777 to subscribe to text-alert 
updates (COVIDMAESP for 
Spanish language alerts). 


Citizens Bank contributes 
to small business relief 


BOSTON — Community 
organizations and small busi- 
nesses in Massachusetts will 
receive more than $1.3 million 
in funding as part of an initia- 
tive through which Citizens 
Bank will direct more than $5 
million to support relief and 
recovery across communities 
it serves, including nearly $1.2 
million that will go directly 
to small businesses across the 
commonwealth. 

“We believe our approach 
strikes a strong balance be- 
tween rapid aid to community 
partners addressing immediate 
needs and longer term support 
for small business recovery,’ 
said Jerry Sargent, Massachu- 
setts state president, Citizens 
Bank. “Our small business cus- 
tomers are a vital engine of the 
Massachusetts economy so it 1s 
critical that we both give them 


an immediate leg up and bol- 
ster their long term viability.” 

Citizens Bank and the Cit- 
izens Charitable Foundation 
will direct more than $1.3 
million statewide, including 
$480,000 in direct grants to 
Citizens Bank small business 
customers that will help them 
continue operating and recover 
from the impacts of the corona- 
virus pandemic. The program 
will provide $15,000 grants to 
32 of the bank’s small business 
customers. Details of the award 
program can be found at Citi- 
zensbank.com/smallbusiness- 
recovery. 

In addition to providing 
new funding, Citizens removed 
programmatic restrictions on 
2020 funding to nonprofit part- 
ners to allow support to be di- 
verted to the areas of greatest 
need. 


Marketing firm offers free 
services during pandemic 


EAST LONGMEADOW 
— Rose & Gold, a digital mar- 
keting agency offering full-ser- 
vice marketing for businesses, 
recently announced a pay it 
forward campaign to support 
business owners during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Local business owners are 
welcome to contact them for 
free advice on how to navi- 
gate business ownership from 
a marketing perspective. The 
agency will give guidance on 
how businesses should posi- 
tion themselves based on their 
industries during this time and 
give suggestions on how to 


successfully move forward. 
“We have seen so many 
businesses struggle in the last 
few weeks and we have been 
trying to figure out how we 
can help,’ said Erin Roario, 
co-owner and marketing direc- 
tor. “We are confident in our 
marketing knowledge and want 
to provide business owners 
with guidance on how to work 
through this time. This is a way 
we feel we can help other busi- 
nesses come out thriving on the 
other side of this pandemic.” 
For more — information, 
email hello@roseandgold.com. 
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BUSINESS Bf 


Local printer giving face shields, masks 


to responders d 


EAST LONGMEADOW —- 
TigerPress recently announced it 
will give away free face shields 
and masks to all first responders. 
An ID will be required and quan- 
tities are limited. 

Shields and masks are also 
available to the public for a rea- 
sonable fee to help cover out-of- 
pocket costs for first responders 
materials. They expect to as- 
semble hundreds of shields and 
masks each day and have enough 
materials for thousands. 

According to Reza Shafi, 
president of TigerPress, “It’s our 
way of saying thank you to the 
courageous men and women in 
our community who unselfishly 
put their own health in harms 
way to help keep us safe during 
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TigerPress, located in East 
Longmeadow, will supply free 
face shields and masks to first 
responders during the new 
coronavirus pandemic. TIMES 
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this extremely difficult time.” 

Ed Demetrion, vice president 
and event coordinator, said the 
initial response has been over- 
whelming. 

“We had requests from nu- 
merous police and fire depart- 
ments, EMTs, and ambulance 
companies throughout Western 
Mass. They’re so appreciative of 
our efforts,’ Demetrion said. 

Masks and shields are avail- 
able at TigerPress, 50 Industrial 
Drive, East Longmeadow, Mon- 
day through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., weather permitting. 
Product will be available while 
supplies last. 

For information, email Fir- 
stResponders @ TigerPress.com. 


Women to Watch names new dates for 
planned events 


Due to the changing climate 
of the current pandemic, the 
Women to Watch USA Western 
Mass. Chapter has made changes 
to their spring event schedule. 

The annual “Top 25 Women 
Watch in Western Massachu- 
setts” nominations have been 
extended to April 30. Nomina- 
tions are open to the public and 
available online at www.women- 
2watchusawestma.com. 

The public voting for the 
nominees will take place May 


1-31. There are 23 categories 
available where people can 
nominate their favorite business 
woman who has made a differ- 
ence not only in their business 
but also in their community. 

Winners will be announced 
in June and the actual awards 
dinner will take place Oct. 22 at 
the Log Cabin in Holyoke. 

The Continuing Education 
Women’s Scholarship applica- 
tions are available at local col- 
leges, universities and specialty 


schools. Any woman who has 
gone back to school and is over 
the age of 21, and is currently 
enrolled in an area educational 
facility is eligible. For informa- 
tion, contact Women to Watch 
Scholarship Chairman Tracy 
Viola at Tracysellsrealestate @ 
comcast.net. 

For more information or to 
join the chapter, visit www. 
women2watchusawestma.com. 





Share the joy of your new arrival with a birth announcement! 





To place an announcement: 
Email: tyler@turley.com 
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B SCHOOLS 





WILBRAHAM — Miuinnechaug Re- 
gional High School announced the Honor 
Roll for the second term. 


Ninth Grade High Honors 

Ava Aguiar, Kristina Aguilar, Evan 
Arce, Cate Barcome, Megan Beau- 
dry, Nicholas Boudreau, Molly Brew- 
er, Kayleigh Delamarter, Hallie Dones, 
Jackson Duquette, Eve Freitas, Owen 
Gasteyer, Taryn Grozio, Nghi Hua, Avery 
Izzo, Grace Johnson, Lily Kane, Emma 
Kennedy, Jared Laliberte, Audrey LaPre, 
Sydney Liquori, Ryan Lucarelle, James 
Ma, Christopher MacPhail, Samuel Man- 
teria, Anabella Matos, Maeve McCon- 
nell, William Meeker, Samantha Moore, 
Collin Murphy, Madeline Murphy, Moira 
O’Brien, Molly Olsen, Alexa Patrakis, 
Alyssa Penna, Stephen Putnam, Cassidy 
Richard, Jada Rosario, Allyson Santos, 
Dominick Seymour, Alice Sleboda, Au- 
drey Streeter, Nikolas Supczak, Jessica 
Thomas, Vivian Tranghese and Caleigh 
Wall. 


Ninth Grade Honors 

Gage Barkyoumb, Jake Barlow, Mad- 
elyn Bartolucci, Abbigail Beaudry, Syd- 
ney Beebe, Abigail Bessette, Timothy 
Boudreau, Samantha Burnett, Valerie 
Campsie, Giovanna Capuano, Kaelin 
Cerasuolo, Seth Chaffee, Aidan Colon, 
Eli Comeau, Zachary Conrad, Abigail 
Conselino, Aidan Cordis, Patrick Cowles, 
Sarah Crouser, John DaFonseca, Aiden 
Daniels, Jenna Danio, Giuseppe DeGug- 
lielmo, Reighan Demers, Dominic Dos 
Santos, Norah Doyle, Anita Duquette, 
Ian Dzierwinski, Ella Edwards, Rose El- 
dridge, Olivia Elliott, Catriona Ferreira, 
Nicole Foley, Maya Galvan, Tyler Geno- 
vese, Brandon Gormley, Juliette Goulet, 
Cameron Gray, Franklin Graziano, Jer- 
emiah Griffin, Cameron Hanks, Harrison 
Hill, Sean Holden, Kyler Ittner, Delaney 
Izzo, Patrick Jahn, Reese Jordan, Anya 
Khan, Ava Korzec, Isaiah Kozub, Miranda 
Lavoie, Lam Duy Anh Le, Morgan Leary, 
Emma Lemek, Jacob Lemire, Aidan Lew- 
is, Justin Lewis, Brodie Martin, George 
Matta, Ryann Meunier, Charlotte Miri- 
sis, David Noel, Benjamin O’Brien, An- 
drew O’ Toole, Joshua Parent, Dev Patel, 
Demetrios Patrakis, Christopher Paul, 
Dakotah Pavoni, Abigail Pronovost, Eva 
Przezdziecki, Lilliana Ramos, Zachary 
Ranck, Andrew Rice, Shea Rice, Gavin 
Rigney, Gabriella Rita, Alyssa Russell, 
Julian Smith, Pedro Soler, William St 
John, Emily Stark, Camden Tarantino, 
Alexander Tirabassi, Lauren ‘Tomala, 
Cassandra Toth, Emma Tougas, Jack Tro- 
lio, Cameron Turer, Marena Valiton, Za- 
vier Villanueva, Marissa Warren, Connor 
Wesloski, Jenna Westbrooks, Luke Wha- 


Press scholarship applications due April 17 


len-Sylver, Jack Wietsma, Aleena Wilkin- 
son and Matthew Wurszt. 


10" Grade High Honors 

Ayden Alves, Gabrielle Amato, Gi- 
anna Angelica, Justis Barbeau, Camryn 
Baroni, Ashleigh Barrett, Ava Barton, 
Erik Beckel, Cody Biermann, Christo- 
pher Cronin, Malyna Dansereau, Grace 
Debney, Shenel Fosuah-Asamoah, Isa- 
bella Gravanda, Connor Joyce, Ava Ka- 
vanagh, Evan Kennedy, Cameron Kolis- 
ko, Peter Kuselias, Mikhaila Latourelle, 
Olivia Long, Genevieve Matthews, Jason 
Ofcarcik, Anna O’ Keefe, Hallie O’ Toole, 
Isha Patel, Ella Perry, Haldimand Put- 
nam, Claire Robinson, Joseph Sarno, 
Cally Seyler, Matthew Sherman, Quinn 
Suomala, Kevin Tessicini and Isabella 
Woodbury. 


10 Grade Honors 

Nico Alves, Katherine Annear, Emma 
Arendt, Jessica Baker, Lauren Beaudin, 
Madison Bigda, Patrick Boland, Sydney 
Bonsant, Catharine Brennan, Adrianna 
Britton, Mary Cable, Bianca Cardano, 
Sofia Carlson, Allison Clifford, Madison 
Coite, Paige Coite, Adriana Cosentini, 
Audriana Croteau, Anthia Daubon, Kyla 
Desmarais, Matthew DeVine, Jeremy 
Diehl, Riordan Donahue, Regan Dono- 
hue, Julia Downey, Cailyn Doyle, Keg- 
an Druckenmiller, Luke Dunklee, Kailey 
Elmasian, Jacob Evans, Taylor Fahey, 
Jace Falcone, Isabelle Fergus, Nathan 
Figuerado, Mary Flynn, Francesca Fusco, 
Trevor Galenski, Madison Gallant, Taylor 
Garvey, Joseph Gentile, Kiana Gonzalez, 
Tyler Gragowski, Ella Greenwood, Made- 
lynn Grono, Derek Grout, Justine Guyer, 
Justin Hanna, Sienna Hebert, Clare 
Heinold, Abigail Hotaling, Mary-Eliz- 
abeth Hrycay, Melanie Jalonen, James 
Jolicoeur, Jaidan Kertenis, Tyler King, 
Kate Kosiorek, Marlayna Labbe, Madison 
Laliberte, Willy Li, Isabel Lopes, Rachael 
Lowe, Gabriella Maynard, Trent Maziarz, 
Madison McGrath, Sean McMinn, Isa- 
bela Meeker, Madison Meunier, Amayah 
Monell, Grace Moriarty, Taylor Morri- 
son, Jacob Motyl, Veronica Nault, Jac- 
lyn Nguyen, Linh Nguyen, Nha Nguyen, 
Adam Niemi, Michael Nordstrom, Cade 
Norris, Meghan O’Dell, Molly Oldread, 
Lela Osmani, Colin Ostrander, Emily Pat- 
rick, Steven Pollard, Collin Prendergast, 
Emma Pszeniczny, Ethan Quill, Antho- 
ny Rachele, Bridget Reilly, Kayla Rive- 
ra, Elyse Roberts, Ethan Robins, Devyn 
Rodrigues, Mia Scatolini, Samantha Si- 
ciliano, Olivia Skoczylas, Katie Slattery, 
Maisie Straut, Nikolai Stroganow, Kayden 
Stubbert, Emily-Jane Sullivan, Olivia 
Terzi, Kalie Thomas, Victoria Velazquez, 
Luke Wadzinski, Aubrey Welch, Bethany 
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Whalen-Sylver, Kiel Williams, Megan 
Youmell and Michael Ziemba. 


11 Grade High Honors 

Mia Alexander, Julian Bixler, Ji Cao, 
Leah Cooney, Emily Corey, Maya Da- 
miano, Julia DaSilva, Emma Delamarter, 
Ani Diefenderfer, Daniel Ducey, Kendall 
Garvey, Zoe George, Liam Gleason, Shea 
Harrison, Sydney Harrison, Madison 
Hastain, Morgan Hastain, Jacob Keller, 
Nicholas Lang, Ryan Lee, Jillian Long, 
Paulo Mendonca, Faith Pettengill, Hope 
Pettengill, Jaclin Robinson, Ava Sirois, 
Annabelle Stroganow, Ruby Sweetman, 
Margaret Szpakowski, Trijal Thakkar, Ty- 
ler Tranghese, Therran Trumbull, Anissa 
Velez and Kayla White. 


11" Grade Honors 

Talon Armitage, Brooke Baker, Ianos 
Balaur, Alexa Barber, Nyiah Barrows, 
Gabrielle Bartolomei, Madeline Belem}i- 
an, Cori Bessette, Emily Birtwell, Grace 
Caltabiano, Grace Cantalini, Kayleigh 
Carlin, Niya Carrasquillo, Kayla Catelli- 
er, Sarah Champagne, Jing Chen, John 
Chen, Justine Cheng, Daniel Cherkash- 
in, Juliana Chiarella, Adrianna Clark, 
Morgan Cloutier, Cade Connor, Brendan 
Connors, Grace Coopee, Sara Coughlin, 
Emma Cowles, Nasayah Crenshaw, Car- 
ly DeGray, Angelo DeGuglielmo, Abigail 
Fernandes, Jaime Fisher, Hannah Fopp, 
Cabielyn Gagnon, Kassidy Gendreau, 
Cameron Gilrein, Maya Glenn, Kayla 
Gotta, Anthony Grasso, Lillian Grono, 
Gianna Guidi, Joseph Hackett, Hannah 
Harris, Emily Howard, Jacob Ice, Sandra 
Joseph, Leah Kagan, Caleb Kmon, Joelle 
Kovarik, Morgan Kowal, Jonah Kozub, 
Dominique LaBranche, Erin Lacross, 
Thomas Leary, Janiah Lee, Kaileigh Le- 
tourneau, Aelan Lisowski, Jillian Mack- 
ay, Nya Maldonado, Jaclyn Maller, John 
Manning, Mia Manteria, Jillian Mawaka, 
Robert McDonald, Shea McNaughton, 
George Menard, Dillon Moriarty, McK- 
enzie Murphy, Evan Murray, Cassidy My- 
lonakis, Jack O’Toole, George Patrakis, 
Zachary Payne, Daniel Perez, Timothy 
Person, Jenna Petrie, Margaret Petru- 
zzelli, Daniel Picard, Jack Pszeniczny, 
Chelsea Ramos, Sophia Ramos, Camden 
Rigney, Isaiah Roberson-Barron, Joseph 
Robinson, Katherine Russell, Samantha 
Santos, Scott Sasen, Athena Senchi, Si- 
mon Serra, Margaret Skorka, Lena So- 
tiropoulos, Amelia St. John, Krystianna 
Strange, Dominic Terzi, Dylan Verdon, 
Georgia Webster, Timothy Whalen-Syl- 
ver, Katlyn Wolcott, Peter Wurszt, Adri- 
ana Yacovone, Olivia Yarrows and Joseph 
Zebian. 


SPRINGFIELD — The Val- 
ley Press Club will award up to 
six $1,000 scholarships to high 
school seniors in Western Massa- 
chusetts and northern Connecticut 
pursuing a career in journalism. 

The Valley Press Club Schol- 
arships, funded by contributions 
and dues to the Press Club, are for 
students planning careers in print, 
online or broadcast journalism. 

The Republican Scholarship, 
funded by The Republican news- 
paper and administered by the 
club, is for students living within 
the newspaper’s circulation area 
who are planning careers in print 
journalism. 

The 22News_ Scholarship, 
funded by WWLP-22News and 
administered by the club, is for 
students planning careers in 


broadcast journalism. 

The Edward J. Malley Jr. Me- 
morial Scholarship, established in 
memory of a chief photographer 
for the Springfield Newspapers, 
is for students planning careers in 
photojournalism. 

The Rhonda Swan Memorial 
Scholarship, established in mem- 
ory of the award-winning journal- 
ist, editor and author, is for stu- 
dents who are underrepresented, 
in the Springfield area, planning 
careers in journalism. 

The Al Jaffe Scholarship, 
funded by Mr. Jaffe, the Valley 
Press Club’s first scholarship re- 
cipient in 1964, who retired in 
2015 as vice president of talent 
negotiation and production re- 
cruitment at ESPN, 1s for students 
planning careers in_ broadcast 


journalism or sports journalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed 
on career goals, writing ability, 
scholastic aptitude and overall 
achievement as measured by an 
applicant’s high school transcript, 
class rank, academic awards, SAT 
scores and extracurricular activi- 
ties. 

Scholarship applications are 
available at www.ValleyPress- 
Club.com, high school guidance 
offices, or by emailing NTassi- 
nari@ TheBigE.com. 

Applications may be sent by 
mail to Noreen Tassinari, VPC 
Scholarship Chair, Eastern States 
Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield, MA 01089 or 
electronically to NTassinari@ 
TheBigE.com. The deadline for 
submissions is April 17. 
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Minnechaug Regional High School Honor Roll 


12" Grade High Honors 

Tanner Alves, Lauren Barry, Lau- 
ren Baskin, Nicholas Bernier, Francesca 
Bongiorni, Adam Bredvik, Julia Britton, 
Erin Camire, Nicola Carnevale, Grace 
Crochiere, Samantha Daniele, Victoria 
Dias, Theodore Dobosz, Natalie Falconer, 
Nicholas Ford, Nicholas Frangie, Chris- 
tian Fuehr, Evan Garcia, Haley Granger, 
Taylor Hapgood, Tristan Hebert, Sofia 
Hickson, Colby Jacek, Benjamin Jalbert, 
Samantha Kularski, Maya Latour, Tatum 
Legere, Isabelle Lemire, Charmaine Liu, 
Julia Mastrio, Grant Maziarz, Griffin 
McQuade, Isabella Minchella, Siobhain 
Murphy, Jasmine Nieves, Gabriella Of- 
carcik, Julia O’ Keefe, Shelby Pace, An- 
drew Paquette, Logan Paradis, Janan 
Patel, Olivia Ranck, Mason Raschi, An- 
nina Rettura, Katherine Rettura, Victoria 
Reyes, Jamison Rohan, Madison Roy, 
Savannah Russell, Sarah Sampson, Mor- 
gan Sanborn, Taylor Schirmer, Gabriella 
Stellato, Thomas Taylor, Sydney Tenczar, 
Alexandra Trombley, Samantha VanZan- 
dt, Tyler Walsh, Rylan Walting, Sydney 
Webb, Madeleine Wilson and Samantha 
Wise. 


12" Grade Honors 

Andrew Aguilar, Carolynne Avery, 
Isabelle Bergeron, Ann Bianchi, Abbie 
Boilard, Samantha Borsari, Kasper Boruc- 
ki, Van Brubach, Owen Bullen, Clark 
Butcher, Aidan Caban, Isabella Carda- 
ropoli, Richie Chau, Ada Cheng, Thom- 
as Cheng, Gavin Connors, Jayda Correa, 
Molly Cronin, Juliana D’ Agostino, Sage 
DeCarolis, Haylee Dietz, Julia DiNoia, 
Sophia Dobosz, Briana Doran, Madison 
Drumm, Andrew Esteves, Amber Farn- 
ham, Iain Ferreira, Olivia Ferreira, Mi- 
chael Finnegan, Olivia Foley, Lindsay 
Gagnon, Azik Gamidov, Landen Gore, 
Robert Gossman, Olivia Grout, Ethan 
Grycel, Zach Haislip-Hansberry, Lillian 
Hakala, Tavis Haluch, Hunter Hembdt, 
Mack Hicklen, Chapin Jeannotte, Jacqu- 
lyn Jolicoeur, Zeena Joseph, Alexandra 
Karpinski, Jack Kennedy, Sumer King, 
Filip Kumiega, Lea Kuselias, Isabelle 
Labbe, Mikayla Langlois, Nolah Lee, 
Jashauna Lewis, Chris Li, Wan Ho Lung, 
Courtney Lynn, Mariah Mahabir, Ryan 
Marquez, Kyla Miller, Stephen Mushen- 
ko, Preston Niccum, Sophia Noel, Andrew 
Norris, Abaigh O’Brien, Conor O’Brien, 
Emma O’Connor, Allison Pollard, Jacob 
Pronovost, Kasi Ray, Emma Robinson, 
John Robinson, Hannah Ross, Brian Ro- 
stowski, Rhiann Ryan, Madison Sanborn, 
Maximus Sepulveda, Katie Shea, Carly 
Sleboda, Caleigh Smith, Charlotte Stark, 
Maxiel Torres, Loel Tronsky and Patrick 
Wilkinson. 


Lions Club to award scholarship 


to Hampden student 


HAMPDEN - The Hamp- 
den Lions Club is now accept- 
ing scholarship applications 


for the 
2020-2021 
academic 
year. The 
Club will 
award one 
$1,000 
scholar- 
ship to an 
eligible 
Hamp- 
den high 
school se- 
nior. The 
application 
deadline 
is April 3. 
Applica- 


tions are available in the guid- 
ance office at Muinnechaug 
Regional High School. 
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PVIAC preparing for possible spring season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 


REGION — With the Mas- 
sachusetts Interscholastic Ath- 
letic Association’s Board of 
Directors and the Tournament 
Management Committee high- 
ly engaged in remote meetings 
on a weekly basis trying to 
make decisions on the spring 
season, another body is getting 
ready to go just in case. 

In the springtime, many ath- 
letic directors are making their 
schedules for the fall season, 
as high school sports usually 
finalize schedules a season in 
advance. 

But there has been a lot of 
working going on the past cou- 
ple of weeks to establish a new 
schedule for the springtime. 

This schedule would focus 
on using the modified timeline 
and try and to fit in a 12-game 
regular season between May 4 
and June 12. 


The schedule would allow 
teams to play between two and 
three contests per week in most 
team sports. This includes: 
baseball, softball, boys lacrosse, 
girls lacrosse, boys tennis, girls 
tennis, and boys volleyball. 

Agawam High School Ath- 
letic Director David Stratton, a 
member of the Pioneer Valley 
Interscholastic Athletic Asso- 
ciation’s Executive Board, said 
there was recently a meeting of 
the membership to discuss the 
spring season. 

“Tt was a really good meet- 
ing,’ said Stratton. “We had it 
remotely with about 40 athletic 
directors attending.” 

Stratton said the main point 
of the meeting with the PVI- 
AC’s desire to give student-ath- 
letes a spring season, in some 
modified form. 

He did not say if fans would 
be allowed at games, as of now, 
but said if school does resume, 


a |2-game maximum regular 
season would be the goal of the 
PVIAC. 

“We want to give these kids 
a season if we can,” said Strat- 
ton. “So the athletic directors 
have begun creating schedules, 
which have gone to the league 
and individual sport schedulers 
to be finalized.” 

At this point, however, it 
could be all for nothing. Despite 
that, the athletic directors want 
to be ready in the event they are 
allowed to hold sports. 

“Right now, we really don’t 
know,” said Stratton. “This en- 
tire exercise (making a modi- 
fied schedule) could be a futile 
exercise.” 

Stratton said under the 
current format the MIAA has 
agreed to, spring sports could 
open up on May 4 for practic- 
es with contests able to start on 
May 11. There would be five 
weeks of a regular season, down 


from the usual eight-week regu- 
lar campaign. 

The MIAA and the TMC 
have also agreed there is not 
enough time in the contract 
school year to hold a state tour- 
nament, so the sectional tourna- 
ments will be the only ones held 
if the season is able to start. 

Gov. Charlie Baker has man- 
dated schools remain close until 
May 4. The commonwealth is 
currently in a time period being 
coined as a “surge” for corona- 
virus cases, though there have 
been national signs the social 
distancing and_ stay-at-home 
advisories are being effective. 
The TMC was scheduled to 
meet this week to continue dis- 
cussions about how a tourna- 
ment held in late June will look, 
but may not have the ability to 
make any new decisions un- 
til the state government issues 
updated guidance on _ school 
events. 


Native Robinson 
receives ROW 
honors 





Jack Robinson 


MANSFIELD — Freshman Jack Robinson (Wil- 
braham, Mass.) of the nationally-ranked Saint 
Anselm College men’s lacrosse team was named 
the conference’s Rookie of the Week on Monday, 
March 30. 

Robinson and the Hawks, ranked No. 18 in 
NCAA Division II by the United States Intercol- 
legiate Lacrosse Association’s National Coaches’ 
Poll, own a 2-0 record after getting past Florida 
Tech in March in overtime, 17-16. 

Against the Panthers, Robinson scored two 
goals with three assists for five points (2-3=5) as he 
helped the Hawks secure a one-goal victory on the 
team’s Florida trip. Across his first two games with 
Saint Anselm, he has registered two goals with five 
assists for seven points (2-5=7), picking up seven 
ground balls and forcing two turnovers. 

Robinson is his team’s first Rookie of the Week 
selection since Matt Ward (Shrewsbury, Mass.) on 
Apr. 18, 2018. 

All this occurred before NCAA play was 
stopped due to the coronavirus outbreak 
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SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www.sports.turley.com 


Monadnock 
event set for 
May 9 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — Due 
to the coronavirus outbreak and 
based on the orders by New 
Hampshire state officials, the 
Tri-Track Open Modified Series 
and NHSTRA events at Monad- 
nock Speedway are postponed 
through at least May 4. Accord- 
ing to the speedway’s website, 
the offices are also closed until at 
least May 4, but staff of the office 
are checking email and messages 
every day. Currently, the season 
is set to open on Saturday, May 
9 with a full slate of events, in- 
cluding: 100-lap Tri Track Modi- 
fied Series, NHSTRA modifieds, 
late model sportsman, street 
stocks, mini-stocks, pure stocks 
and young guns. It is unknown 
whether speedway events will 
be open to the public when they 
resume. 


Thompson named Specialty Man of the Year 


SPRING- 
FIELD - The 
Springfield 
Thunderbirds 
are proud to an- 
nounce that Paul 
Thompson has 
been named the 
team’s winner of 
the JOA/Amer- 
ican Specialty 
AHL Man of the 
Year award for 
his outstanding 
contributions 
to the Spring- 
field community 
during the 2019- 
20 season. 

In his third 
season as a Thunderbird and his 
second as team captain, the New 
England native has continued to 
show his commitment to the com- 
munity beyond the ice surface. 

Before the 2019-20 season be- 
gan, Thompson was a regular sight 
at a number of offseason functions, 
including the Thunderbirds’ Street 
Hockey Tournament, which was 
born following the untimely pass- 
ing of a young local hockey play- 
er, Alex Blais, two summers ago. 
Thompson also gave back to the 
youth hockey community of West- 
ern Mass., starting and running the 
Paul Thompson Hockey Camp out 
of MassConn United for beginning 
hockey players. 

In the month of November, in 
advance of the club’s second an- 
nual Hockey Fights Cancer Night, 
Thompson lent his hand to share a 
deeply personal story to aid a cause 
near and dear to his family — his 
cousin Angela’s cancer battle and 





THUNDERBIAE 
Paul Thompson, Springfield 
Thunderbirds 


#AngelasArmy initiative. Angela’s 
Army makes “care packages” for 
patients undergoing cancer treat- 
ment, and was born out of Angela’s 
desire to assist other patients, pro- 
viding comfort to them even as she 
was going through her own battle. 
In addition to participating in 
a number of team events, one that 
shined through the most was during 
the holiday season. Along with 





submitted photo 


Paul Thompson, a member of the 2019-2020 Springfield Thunderbird was recently named IOA/ 
American Specialty AHL Man of the Year. 


teammates Ethan Prow, Rob O’ Gara 
and Tommy Cross, Thompson led a 
selfless journey to brighten the lives 
of a mother and two young children 
who suddenly had to endure the 
passing of their father just weeks 
before the Christmas holiday. The 
captain and his teammates spent 
hundreds of dollars on toys and 
essential items to make the family 
feel special during their most trying 
time. The story was documented 
by Western Mass News and can be 
seen: here 

Thompson is now one of 31 fi- 
nalists for the AHL’s 2019-20 Ya- 
nick Dupre Memorial Award, hon- 
oring the overall IOA/American 
Specialty AHL Man of the Year. 
The league award is named after 
the former Hershey Bears forward 
and AHL All-Star who died in 1997 
following a 16-month battle with 
leukemia. The winner of the Yanick 
Dupre Memorial Award will be an- 
nounced by the American Hockey 
League at a later date. 
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Late Bryant headlines next Hall class 


SPRINGFIELD — Today on ESPN, 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame announced the nine hon- 
orees in the Class of 2020 presented by 
Fifty-Five South Ventures. The Class 
of 2020 will be enshrined in Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, the Birthplace of 
Basketball, on Saturday, Aug. 29. 

As previously announced, in light 
of the unique circumstance surround- 
ing the Class of 2020, the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame 
Election Process Committee suspend- 
ed the Direct Election Categories for 
one year with the exception of the 
International Committee. This year’s 
distinguished class includes honorees 
from the North American committee, 
Women’s Committee and Internation- 
al Committee. To be elected, North 
American and Women’s Committee 
finalists must receive 18 of 24 votes 
from the Honors Committee for elec- 
tion into the Naismith Memorial Bas- 
ketball Hall of Fame. 

The Class of 2020 includes: 18- 
time NBA All-Star and five-time NBA 
champion Kobe Bryant, 15-time NBA 
All-Star and three-time NBA Finals 





This week in recreation 


MVP Tim Duncan, 15-time NBA AIl- 
Star and nine-time NBA All-Defensive 
First Team selection Kevin Garnett, 
four-time National Coach of the Year 
Eddie Sutton, two-time NBA Champi- 
on coach Rudy Tomjanovich, 10-time 
WNBA All-Star and four-time Olym- 
pic gold medalist Tamika Catchings, 
three-time NCAA National Champi- 
onship Coach of Baylor Kim Mulkey, 
five-time Division II National Coach of 
the Year Barbara Stevens and longtime 
FIBA executive Patrick Baumann. 
“The Class of 2020 is undoubted- 
ly one of the most historic of all time 
and the talent and social influence of 
these nine honorees is beyond mea- 
sure,’ said John L. Doleva, President 
and CEO of the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame. “In 2020, 
the basketball community has suffered 
the unimaginable loss of iconic figures 
Commissioner David Stern and Kobe 
Bryant, as well as the game itself due 
to COVID-19. We have also banded 
together like never before in appreci- 
ation of the game and those who have 
made it the uniting force it is today. 
Today we thank the Class of 2020 


for all they have done for the game 
of basketball and we look forward to 
celebrating them at Enshrinement in 
August.” 

The Class of 2020 Enshrinement 
festivities will begin at Mohegan Sun 
on Friday, Aug. 28 with the newly 
formatted Enshrinement Tip-Off Cel- 
ebration and Awards Gala. The Class 
of 2020 and over 50 returning Hall of 
Famers will then journey to Spring- 
field, Mass. for the annual celebratory 
events taking place at the newly ren- 
ovated Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame and Springfield Sym- 
phony Hall on the Aug. 29. The sec- 
ond day of events in Springfield will 
include a special community-focused 
Celebration Day on the Aug. 30. 

Ticket packages to the 2020 En- 
shrinement Ceremony and all En- 
shrinement events are on sale now 
and available online at www.hoophall. 
com or by calling the Basketball Hall 
of Fame at (413) 231-5513. Premium 
Sponsors of Enshrinement 2020 in- 
clude Fifty-Five South Ventures, Nike, 
Baron Championship Rings, Mohegan 
Sun and Panini. 
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Valley Wheel 
Baseball looking for 
new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 
Baseball League is seeking new players for 
the upcoming 2020 season. The league is 
seeking players ages 28 and up. Players turn- 
ing 28 this year are eligible. However, only 
players 30 and older can pitch. The league 
plays 15 regular season games with games 
being held mostly on Sundays with a cou- 
ple of weekday games thrown in the mix 
as well as a special Mother’s Day Saturday 
game in early May. However, due to the cur- 
rent circumstances, the league schedule has 
been pushed back. The league still plans to 
play its season once bans on gatherings are 
lifted. The league is built on comradery, fair 
play, and having a good time with friends. If 
interested in trying out, go to www.valley- 
wheelbaseball.com. The rules of the league 
and new player forms can be found on the 
site. For further information, you can con- 
tact the league’s commissioner, Jim Nason 
at wheel12 @comcast.net or call him at (413) 
433-4308. Tryouts will be taking place in the 
early weeks of April, weather permitting, 
with a draft following the tryouts. 


Consider game 
donations for MHA 


By Erin Carroll, 
Assistant Director 
Wilbraham Parks and 
Recreation Department 


We hope that everyone is 


grams, spring sports and 
summer camps registrations 
have been suspended. The 
earliest we could start spring 
programs or program regis- 
tration would be early May. 
As we all know this situa- 





staying safe, healthy an 
Sane aS you pos- ? 
sibly can in these 
unfortunate times. 
We have all ex- 
perienced many 
disappointments 
with putting our 
lives on hold. I 
think from here on 
out we will all ap- 
preciate the little 
things a bit more. 

A bit of new and excit- 
ing news that will be com- 
ing soon from the Parks and 
Recreation Department: 
e-sports. 

We are excited to be of- 
fering both Rocket League 
and MLB The Show. For 
those who may not be famil- 
lar, e-sports are electronic 
sports played online. They 
are a form of sport compe- 
tition using video games in 
the form of organized, mul- 
tiplayer video game compe- 
titions as an individual or 
as a team. Please visit our 
website, WilbrahamRec. 
com for more info on regis- 
tration dates and other pro- 
gram details within the next 
few weeks. 

In regards to other De- 
partment programs, all pro- 





Kubota Rentals 
STIHL Husqvarna ol 
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Erin Carroll 


tion is evolving 
rapidly and all we 
can do is go hour 
to hour, day to day, 
and week to week 
to determine how 
we can move for- 
ward. 

The — Depart- 
ment is_ staffed 
but not open to 
the public. We can 
still be reached by 
email and or phone. 

Everyone at WPRD 
sends positive thoughts to 
our fabulous communi- 
ty. We will make our way 
through these difficult times. 
Remember the comeback is 
always stronger than the set- 
back! 

Department notes: 
Please visit WilbrahamRec. 
com within the next few 
weeks for more details (as 
they become available) on 
our new e-sport programs. 
All of our summer program, 
summer camps and Spec 
Pond Beach are listed at 
WilbrahamRec.com for all 
to view. Registration dates 
for summer activities will be 
determined within the next 
month. 








All Conference 
accolades... 


Alyssa Boilard, of Wilbraham, was named to 
the 2019 Commonwealth Coast Conference 
All-Conference Team in January for the 
University of New England women’s soccer 
team — one of five teammates to receive 
the honor. As Conference Champions, the 
Nor’Easters earned an automatic bid to the 
NCAA National Championships. Boilard was 
also recognized for academic success as 

a Dean’s List student at UNE. TIMES PHOTO 
SUBMITTED 


Don’t forget to send in your — 
Turley the Turtle count! 


Email your name, count and 
what paper to tyler@turley.com 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 


_ Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 


PARK SAW SHOP 


LOGGING e ARBORIST e SAFETY 


1292 PARK ST. 


1-800-232-6132 


Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 


Snow Removal 
Snow/ice Damage Repair 


residents 


SPRINGFIELD — Folks with a wide range of 
needs call their MHA group residence home. Now 
the COVID-19 crisis has MHA residents unable to 
leave their homes each day for the jobs, day pro- 
grams, volunteer activities and community visits 
they’re accustomed to. 

As a result, MHA is working to find activities to 
keep residents and other program participants inter- 
ested, stimulated and entertained. 

“As the COVID-19 crisis continues, residents of 
MHA group homes find themselves in the same situ- 
ation many others face in the community: they need 
to find ways to pass the time at home,” said Kimber- 
ley A. Lee, vice president of resource development 
and Branding for MHA. “But there is one thing 
many of our residents really enjoy: board games. 
MHA is asking for donations of board games, or 
funding to allow us to purchase them online, to help 
make these difficult days more fun. New games are 
great, but used games, if they include all the pieces, 
are also fine. We’ll see that they’re properly sani- 
tized before play begins.” 

In keeping with current CDC recommendations 
to limit personal contact, game donations should be 
delivered to MHA’s main office at 995 Worthington 
St., Springfield. Leave donations by the employee 
entrance on the side of the building, then contact 
Lee at 413-233-5343 or klee@mhainc.org to let 
know her know. For those donating online, visit 
www.mhainc.org/donate. Those donations will be 
used to make purchases online. 





PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
Cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 


For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twit- 
kop@turley.com. 


PALMER, MA 01069 (413) 544-9027 
Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon 
Shipping Can Be Arranged 
RENTALS AVAILABLE e 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 
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Free live stream exercise and dance classes 


WESTFIELD — In an effort to 
build community during a period 
of social distancing, Small Planet 
Dancers Studio is offering free live 
streaming of adult exercise and 
dance classes for the next seven 
weeks. 

The 45-minute exercise classes 
are stretching and _ strength/ton- 
ing. The hour-long dance classes 
include ballroom, ballet, tap, jazz 
and Middle Eastern belly dance. 
Workshops in African dance and 
Flamenco are also planned. Class- 
es are offered Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday evenings. 

Based in Westfield, the studio 
offers classes exclusively for adult 
men and women. There are no re- 
citals or competition. 


Josephine Sarnelli, artistic 


director and choreographer, halt- 
ed her spring session of classes 
in response to the coronavirus. 
Her students and troupe members 
wrote her to express their difficulty 
in having limited forms of exer- 
cise while being confined to their 
homes. More important were their 
feelings of isolation and anxiety in 
these difficult times. 

In response, Sarnelli has 
opened her entire Spring series 
of classes for free to anyone who 
wants to join online. 

Using live streaming, partici- 
pants have the option of being both 
seen and heard by one another. 
The experience is much like at- 
tending a live class at the studio. 
Practicing social distancing, she 
teaches all the classes alone in her 


studio, except for the ballroom 
classes, which she teaches with her 
partner Jeff Lander. 

Realizing that participants are 
at many different levels, all classes 
start off with warm-up movements. 
Beginner steps are introduced 
with more challenging variations 
demonstrated for advanced partic- 
ipants. 

Participants have been able to 
access the streaming classes using 
their desktops, laptops, tablets and 
cellphones. Some have connected 
their devices to their large screen 
televisions. 

For more information and to 
register, visit Small Planet Danc- 
ers Facebook page, website www. 
SmallPlanetDancers.com or at 
413-746-9067. 
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Holyoke company makes 
medical face shields 


HOLYOKE — Walter Drake Inc, a Holyoke manufactur- 
ing company, has responded to the urgent need for medical face 
shields by national health care systems. 

In a matter of days, they have designed, prototyped, built 
tooling and manufactured a medical face shield of the type that 
our nightly television news says is in desperate demand by hos- 
pitals, nursing facilities and other essential workers during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. Joseph Feigen, President, announced today 
that the face shield is called “Corona Shield” for the time being, 
but will be renamed for permanent use in the healthcare field after 


the current pandemic ends. 


Its staff 1s now in an on-going effort to contact dozens of hos- 
pitals around the country to deliver this badly needed personal pro- 
tective equipment and to help ensure employment opportunities 
during this extended Massachusetts business shutdown. 

Established in 1962, Walter Drake Inc. primarily manufactures 
custom thermoformed packaging in the form of clamshells, trays 
and blisters for medical, electronic, consumer and industrial pack- 
aging applications. For more information, contact Walter Drake 


Inc at 413-536-5463. 








he posted images of tat- 
too designs that you can 
find on the walls of almost 
every tattoo shop in the world 
is known as “flash,” which is a 
name that comes from a time at 
the start of tattooing when art- 
ists had to work on the move, 
as tattooing was still very much 
an elicit practice. It was done 
mostly in locations that were fre- 
quented only by men at the time, 
such as bars or barber shops. 
Artists would set up tempo- 
rary shop in an existing business 


and string their hand drawn de- 
signs wherever there was room, 
trying to attract customers. If the 
artist had to leave for any reason, 
he could grab his sheets of tattoo 
designs, and be “gone in a flash.” 


Popular Flash Artists 
and Images 
Even though today’s tattoo 
artists no longer have to worry 
about making a quick getaway, 
the name has stuck, and it’s not 
the only thing to still be around 


from the time when tattooing 
first got its start. Much of the 
iconic imagery from the early 
20th century is still popular to- 
day and can be found in many 
shops around the world. 

Many of the designs and 
tattoo motifs that were created 
by such legendary artists such 
as Bert Grimm, Owen Jensen, 
Charlie Wagner, Norman “Sail- 
or Jerry” Collins is still used in 
flash art to this day. Some of the 
most popular images include 
eagles, daggers, skulls, hearts, 


ships, and butterflies. Today’s 
tattooists have taken the stellar 
flash created by the greats and 
added their own “twist” to the 
them, coming up with pictures of 
tattoos that are ready to be done, 
or to be used as inspiration for a 
brand new creation. 


The Unique Appeal of Flash 
With the rise of custom tat- 
toos in the 1980s and 1990s, flash 
made the switch from mass-pro- 
duced designs to hand-paint- 


WHAT 18 TATTOO FLASH? 


ed and original artwork. This 
change allowed artists to show- 
case their own personal style and 
present pre-prepared designs to 
customers that were looking for 
something unique but weren’t 
quite sure what tattoo they want- 
ed to have done. 

Here is your chance to have 
fun with coloring in your own 
flash art submitted by local tat- 
too artist Brynn Walker. 


COLOR, YOUR OWN FATPTOO FLASH! 





TATTOOS BY 
Brynn Walker 


b 
@the.tatty.daddy 





\) the.tatty.daddy@Ggmail.com 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


ATTENTION!!! 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE!! 
Why wait? Buy now and Save 
$$$ next Winter! 
Unseasoned wood, cut and split 
$225.00 per cord with free delivery 
up to 15 miles 
If you wait ‘til Fall for seasoned wood, 
cut and split, the price will be 
$245.00 per cord with free delivery up 
to 10 miles. 
Call now for your great savings 
on firewood! 
TANGLEWOOD SERVICES 
413-207-7592 or email 
tanglewoodservices @ yahoo.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 


457-1917 
MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 


ALERT SYSTEM. Whether you're 
Home or Away. For Safety and Peace 
of Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-844- 
892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 
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STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Stay Healthy 

Stay Safe 

God Bless 

(413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 








DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 
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CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 











Hs 


mel 
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“55 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 






HUBBARDSTON 










NEW BRAINTREE 

WEST NORTH 
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Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 









WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 





Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price Ada $10 for ‘ second Zone GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 s3600! Of add $15 to run in & HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
ALL THREE ZONES. installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
Name: SS a ee Phone ee First ZONE base price PF cor eee years experience. Fully insured. $10 
5 Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Address: _ ee __ oS Add a second ZONE 10.00 iene Greg (413)592-1505 
; : following ZONE(s): 
Town; States Zips Add athird ZONE $5.00 ; a a LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
Number ofWeeks:— X per week rate=$ —— Subtotal u ‘New Séasort” 
“New Projects” 
Credit Card: LI MasterCard VISA LI Discover LI Cash LI Check# x Number of Weeks Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
ee a ave TOTAL Enclosed (413)668-5299 
Amount of charge: _ —_ —_ = Date: 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





April 16, 2020 





13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
WWw.newspapers.turley.com 









TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


Tasha. 
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The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STUMP GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


oF Ys oO) 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


CALL OR TEXT 
ee ee ok = = 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





TAX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 


TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 

















FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible, Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


<- 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kiftchentabletaxes,com 


Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 





TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 


Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


PROVIDER 


$50 OFF : 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients ' 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP) 
FOR 
CUSTODIAL CLEANING 
SERVICES 

The Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District 
(HWRSD) will receive sealed 
Proposals for Contracted 
Custodial Cleaning Services 
for Minnechaug Regional 
High School. 

Proposal specifications 
can be obtained at the 
Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District, 621 


Main Street, Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts, Office of the 
Superintendent of Schools, by 
calling (413) 596-3884 after 
10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 15, 2020 and requesting 
an appointment to pick up the 
specification package. The 
proposal documents will also 
be available electronically 
from the District’s website on 
that same date and time: 

http://www.hwrsd.org/ 
pages/Hampden- 
Wilbraham_RSD 

Sealed Proposals should 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6543 


be submitted in the format 
requested in the documents to 
the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District, 621 
Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 
01095, marked “Custodial 
Cleaning Services Proposal” 
and received no later than 
10:00 a.m. EST on 
Wednesday, May 13th, 2020, 
at which time all Proposals 
will be opened and recorded 
per MGL 30B requirements. 
No Proposals shall be accept- 
ed for consideration after this 
deadline. Exact time will be 


determined by the wall clock 
in the conference room of the 
Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District 
Superintendent of Schools, 
621 Main Street, Wilbraham, 
MA 01095 

Proposals signed with the 
name and address of the sub- 
mitting provider should be 
submitted in a sealed enve- 
lope that is plainly marked in 
the lower left-hand corner: 

“Custodial Cleaning 

Services Proposal” 
The HWRSD is exempt 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


SC Ee ee 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


PINE GROVE CONDOS 
SOUTH HADLEY 
Ground maintenance job 
Mowing, trimming and odd jobs 
June-Fall. Apply to 
pinegrovecondos @ comcast.net 
Attn: Manager 


Bitsy PUBLICATIONS, INC 


$12.50 Each 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 
rolU] my olele)iler-iile) ate 
Go to newspapers.turley. 
com/photo-request 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





PUBLIC NOTICES & 


from all state sales tax and 
adheres to all MGL Chapter 
30 B requirements. 

The HWRSD reserves the 
right to waive any and all 
informalities or to reject any 
or all proposals if that action 
is determined to be in the best 
interest of the District. 
4/16/2020 


SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of May 1, 2020 the fol- 


lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 
Vehicle: 2004 Volvo S60 
VIN# YVIRS59V 142411344 
Color: Silver 
LKO: Wendy Paulk/Solomon 
Address: 159 Stony Hill Rd., 
Wilbraham MA 
R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham MA 
413-596-4374 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


VAC meV VAV AVIVA ol Ul ol [feialeja(er-t-mabla(-\"Morelag 
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The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES —— 


April 16, 2020 


A\ bale | the two 20 





Determine the code to reveal the answer! 


Solve the code to discover words related to humor. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 20 = O) 


7 19 23 20 25 


Clue: Quality of being amusing 


10 18 19 6 7 


Clue: React to humor 


22 20 13 2 


Clue: Funny tale 


12 20 23 2 3 26 


Clue: Professional entertainment with jokes 


COMEDY WORD SEARCH 


HrPrmnszazaostzrimereorxX2amn2e<ater 
TrTrMWHANOBZUZAwnNWo ND!’ NCA 
VUNDWHO CH BZOUBZSFrTMAZoaImMoesa 
OmMmMHHUPUNMUeWa2ar~<cwmoars 
TMZHWNSFrAOWIAHOATA VHS VW] 
Aocetatvouooe~x<xrtrtsamawnedorsado 
OUZTDAWOAHAPFPZOAAHPAZAWAAASTNYN 
AVErFMAVIOEONOCOUOMNUOHFTH TY 
AOUOA AK Ze TPFTFrTVIUAsmMmMraAaanaack 
<DAKRASZSONCOHAVVCUUVMAa$rTCwWA 
mOurTmMroaannwnrzowzous0uo0coe4H 
MHUPrFPUVZ<OMSemMruvanHeunyn 
ARASZSZSEUVUWNVAHDWONAUNKZAUCCIPArNM 
O<MUBDS UrTrPrPHAAMAUMOAr.2Z 


UuNnDVUVaOaTMN]SAMA<XQOAHRSAOBSZ is rT 


Apawoo ‘q ayol'D ysny] ‘g sowny ‘y :saamsuy 


—Cromunvntza~<crDIVSsOmMeH wWD2Z20eHe< Ww 


WORD SCRAMBLE 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to humor. 


CHEELK 


AU 


ayyoaH -4amsuy 


Guess Wha? 


| am a singer born in Utah on 

April 12, 1987. In school | was bullied 

for being hyperactive, but don't 

panic. Later that trait would suit my 
career as a lead singer 
of a pop rock band that is highly 
successful today. 

IQ) UOpUDAg -AIMSUY 


WORDS 


AD-LIB 
BOMB 
BOOKER 
CALLBACK 
CAPPER 
ENTENDRE 
GAG 
HEADLINER 
HUMOR 
IMPROVISATION 
JEST 
JOKE 
LAUGH 
LINEUP 
MICROPHONE 
PARODY 
PERFORM 
ROUTINE 
SATIRE 
SHOWCASE 
SITCOM 
SKETCH 
SLAPSTICK 
STORYLINE 


]\—P,TAADO~<~FPSAZrFrosrAorItImMmanwnrwn 
ACZutDrra3sA srt Veuvuwooar 
-~MOnNMAUVUVFACUrTNHNZAnZ~<~WUc 
VZTFPVOSAnx~xHAwWDaunmo2z02zatrFrna 


Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. 


| | felis} | [4} 
{| | ystotat ty 
it jst Tt tz 
2telé6t7] [3] [5] 
| | ft [6] [7] js 
_i4} tt 3st 
_{6j2t4] jolt [sis 
{7}4t [3ié6} | [5 
19} f p5}2te} | 


answers for the week of 4/8 


o{2}4}7[5/s8]6]1|3 
i{s{sfol4i6{7| 5] 2 
7{slefil2i3}sla}o 
s{ols}alel2ayii7|5 
6{i1{2{5{3|7{4]o/8| 
4{7[5]siolif2|3}6 
5[4]1]2[s8lo]3l6l7 
3{s{7{6l1|s{o]2] 4! 
2{6jo}3i7[4}5]3ait 





ANSWERS WILL BE IN NEXT WEEKS PAPERS 


Monson Savings Bank Adjusted Hours Announcement! 


Monson Drive-up | 8:30 - 5:00 Monday through Friday | 9:00 - 12:00 Saturday 


Hampden Drive-up | 9:00 - 4:00 Monday through Friday | 9:00 - 12:00 Saturday 
Ware Drive-up | 9:00 - 4:00 Monday through Friday | 9:00 - 12:00 Saturday 
Wilbraham Drive-up | 9:00 - 4:00 Monday through Friday | 9:00 - 12:00 Saturday 


Please remember we have online and mobile banking for your convenience 


and our ATM's are available 24/7. We hope you are staying healthy and safe! 


ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 

Hang on to a source of real empowerment 
in your career, Aries. It may take willpow- 
er and dedication, but you can make it 
happen when your mind is on the goal. 
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

You can accomplish anything you set 
your mind to, Taurus. This may even 
mean being the boss of yourself with 
self-discipline. Ask friends to help keep 
you stay the course. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

You have the potential to lay the ground- 
work now for events that will pay 
dividends throughout the next few years, 
Gemini. Get a team of trusted advisors on 
your side. 

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, while others may be focusing on 
their careers, you understand the impor- 
tance of zeroing in on your relationships 
and love life. Keep those you care about 
close. 

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23 

Work will dominate the week, but make 
sure you advocate for fair treatment while 
you are hard at work, Leo. Check that 
payment is in full and timely. 

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

There will be no surprises for you this 
week if you simply stay the course with 
your actions, Virgo. Go about your 
normal routine and things will work out 
just fine. 

LIBRA —- Sept 23/Oct 23 

Libra, change things at home so you can 
better care for children or other people in 
your charge. A lot of progress can still be 
made if you redirect your attention. 
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 

Scorpio, things may be moving quite 
slowly for you, but that does not mean 
progress has not been made. You'll realize 
after a few weeks how far you've come. 
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, the last few weeks may have 
come off as humdrum, and that’s proba- 
bly because you didn't take any chances. 
Be more bold in the days to come. 
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, ask yourself how you want 

to see your finances grow. Then you can 
speak with a financial planner and make 
your dreams a reality. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 
Everything that involves you moves up on 
the priority list, Aquarius. Even though 
youre known for putting others first, this 
all needs to change if you are to progress. 
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 

Pisces, take some time this week to be 
alone and seek inner peace. During these 
times of contemplation you can focus on 


future plans. 
al.Ja 
Y/N 
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Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 


tenbea~=Member FDIC. Member DIF | www.monsonsavings.bank 





